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THE PIONEERS;
OR, THE

BOURCES OF THE SUSQUEHANNA

CHAPTERL

See, Winter comes, to rule the varied year,
Suifen and sad, with all his rising frain ;
Vapours, and clouds, and storms—
THOMPSON .

NeEeAR the centre of the great State of New York lies an ex-
tensive district of country, whose surface is a succession of
hills and dales, or, to speak with greater deference to gec-
graphical definitions, of mountains and valleys. Itisamong
these hills that the Delawarc takes its rise; and, flowing
from the limpid lakes and thousand springs of this country,
the numerous sources of the mighty Susquebanna meander
through the valleys, until, uniting, they form one of the
proudest streams of which the old United States could
boast. The mountains are generally arable to the top, al-
though instances are not wanting where their sides are
jutted with rocks, that aid greatly in giving that romantic
character to the country which it so eminently possesses.
‘The vales are narrow, rich, and cultivated ; with a stream
uniformly winding through each, now gliding peacefully
under the brow of one of the hills, and thon saddenly shoot-
ing weross the plain, to wash the feet of its opposite nval,
Beautiful and thriving villages are found intersperred along
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the margins of the small lakes, or situated at those points of
the streams which are favourable to manufacturing ; and
neat and comfortable farms, with every indication of wealth
about them, are scattered profusely through the vales, and
even to the mountain tops. Roads diverge in every direc-
tion, from the even and graceful bottoms of the vaileys, to
the most rugged and intricate passes of the hills. Acade-
mies, and minor edifices for the encouragement of learning,
meet the eye of the stranger, at every few miles, as he winds
his way through this uneven territory ; and places for the
public worship of God abound with that fiequency which
characterizes a moral and reflecting people, and with that
variety of exterior and canonical government which flows
from unfettered liberty of conscience. In short, the whole
district is hourly exhibiting how much can be done, in even
a rugged country, and with a severe climate, under the do-
minion of mild laws, and where every man feels a direct in-
terest in the prosperity of a commonwealth, of which he
knows himself to form a distinct and indepchdent part.
The expedients of the pioneers, who first broke ground in
the settlement of this country, are succeeded by the per-
manent improvements of the yeoman, who intends to leave
his remains to moulder under the sod which he tills, or,
perhaps, of the son, who, born in the land, piously wishes
to linger around the grave of his father. Only forty years
have passed since this whole territory was a wilderness.

Very soon after the establishment of the independence of
the States hy the peace of 1783, the enterprise of their citi-
zens was directed to a developement of the natural advan-
tages of their widely extended dominions. Before the war
of the revolution the inhabited parts of the colony of New
York were limited to less than a tenth of her possessions.
A narrow belt of country, extending for a short distance on
either side of the Hudson, with a similar occupation of fifty
miles on the banks of the Mohawk, together with the islands
of Nassau and Staten, and a few insulated settlements on
chosen land along the margins of streams, composed the
country that was then inhabited by less than two hundred
thousand souls. Within the short period we have mention-
ed, her population has spread itself over five degrees of lati-
tude and seven of longitude, and has swelled to the power-
fal number of nearly a million and a half, who are main-
tained in abundance, and can look forward to ages before
the evil day must arrive when their possessions will become
unequal to their wants.

Our tale begins in 1793, about seven years after the
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commencemeént of one of the earliest of those settlements,
which have conduced to effect that magical change in the
power and condition of the state to which we have alluded.
It was near the setting of the sun on a clear, cold day in
Dccember of that year, when a sleigh was moving slow-
ly up one of the mountains of the district which we
have described. The day bad been fine for the season,
and but two or three large clouds, whose colour seemed
brightened by the light reflected from the mass of snow
that covered the earth, floated in a sky of the purest blue.
The road wound along the brow of a precipice, and on
one side was upheld by a foundation of logs, piled for
many feet, one upon the other, while a narrow excavation
in the mountain, in the opposite direction, had made a
passage of sufficient width for the ordinary travelling’of that
day. But logs, excavation, and every thing that did not
reach for several feet above the earth, lay promiscu-
ously buried under the snow. A single track, barely wide
enough to receive the sleigh, denoted the route of the
highway, and this was sunken near two feet below the
surrounding surface. In the vale, which lay at a distance
of several hundred feet beneath them, there was what in
the language of the country was called a clearing, and all
the usual improvements of a new settlement ; these even
extended up the hill to the point where the road turned
short and ran across the level land, which lay on the sum-
mit of the mountain; but the summit itself yet remained
a forest. There was a glittering in the atmosphere, as it
it were filled with innumerable shining particles, and the
noble bay borses that drew the sleigh were covered, in
many parts with coats of frost, The vapour from their
nostrils was seen to issue like smoke; and every object in
the view, as well as every arrangement, of the travellers,
denoted the depth of a winter in the mountains.e The
harness, which was of a deep dull black, differing from
the glossy varnishing of the present day, was orpamented
with enormous plates and buckles of brass, that shone like
gold in the transient beams of the sun, which found. their
way obliquely through the tops of the trees. Huge saddles,
studded with nails of the same material, and fitted with
cloth that admirably served as blankets to the shoulders
of the animals, supporied four high, square-topped tur-
rets, through which the stout reins led from the mouths
of the ‘horses to the hands of the driver, who was a negro,
of apparently twenty years of age. His face, which patnre
nad colnyred with a glistening black, was p~w mottled with
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the oold, and his large shining eyes were moistened with
a liquid that flowed from the same cause; still there was
a smiling expression of good humour in his happy counten.
ance that was created by the thoughts of his home, and a
Christmas fire-side, with its Christmas frolics. The sleigh
was one of those largo, comfortable, old-fashioned convey-
ances, which would admit a whole family within its bosem,
. but which now contained only two passengers besidcs the
driver. Its outside was a modest green, and its inside of a
fiery red, that was intended to convey the idea of heat in
that cold climate. Large buffalo skins trimmed areund the
edges with red cloth, cut into festoons, covered the back of
the sleigh, and were spread over its bottom, and drawn up
around the feet of the travellers—one of whom was a
man of middle age, and the Other a female just enter-
ing upon womanhood. The former was of a large stature ;
but the precautions he had taken to guard against the cold .
left but little of his person exposed to view. A great-coat
that was abundantly ornamented, if it where not made
more comfortable, by a profusion of fars, enveloped the
whole of his figure, excepting the head, which was co-
vered wit a cap of martin skins, lined with morocco, the
sides of which were made to fall if necessary, and were
now drawn close over the ears, and were fastenecd beneath
his chin with a black riband ; its top was surmounted with
the tail of the animal whose skin had furnished the ma-
terials for the cap, which fell back, not ungracefully, a few
inches behind the head. From beneath this masque were
to be seen part of a fine manly face, and particularly a
pair of expréssive, large, blue eyes, that promised extraor-
dinary intelleot, covert humour, and great benevolence.
The form of his companion was literally hid beneath the
multtlude and variety of garmeuts which she wore, There
wore Yurs and silks peeping from under a large camlet
cloak, with a thick flannel lining, that by its cut and size,
was evidently intended for a masculine wearer. A huge
hood of black silk, that was quilted with down, concealed
the whole of her head, except a at small opening in front
for breath, through which occasionally sparkled a pair of
animated eyes of the deepest black.

Both the father and daughter (for such was the connexion
between the travellers) were too much occupied with- their
different reflections to break the stiliness that received little
or no interruption from the easy gliding of the sleigh, by the
sound of their voices. The former was thinkirg of the wife
that_had beld this their only child fondly to her bosom
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when, four years before, she had reluctantly consented to
relinquish the society of her daughter, in order that the
latter might enjoy the advantages which the city could afford
to her education. A few months afterwards death had de-
prived him of the remaining companion of his solitude ; but
still he had enough of real regard for his ehild not to bring
her into the comparative wilderness in which he dwelit,
until the full period had expired te which he had limited
her juvenile labours. The reflections of the daughter were
less melancholy, and mingled with a pleased astonishment
at the novel scenery that she met at every turn in the road.

The mountain on which they were journeying was covered
with pines, that rose without a branch seventy or eighty feet,
and which frequently towered to an additional height that
more than equalled that elevation. Through the innumer-
able vistas that opened beneath the lofty trees, the eye could
penetrate, until it was met by a distant inequality in the
ground, or was stopped by a view of the sammit of the
mountain which lay on the opposite side of the valley to
which they were hastening. The dark trunks of the trees
rose from the pure white of the snow, in regularly formed
shafts, until, at a great height, their branches shot forth
their horizontal limbs, that were covered with the meagre
foliage of an evergreen, affording a melancholy contrast to
the torpor of nature below. To the travellers there seemed
to be no wind ; but these pines waved majestically at their
topmost boughs, sending forth a dull, sighing sound, that
was quite in consonance with the scene.

The sleigh had glided for some distance along the even
surface, and the gaze of the female was bent in inquisitive,
and, perhaps, timid, glances, into the receszses of the forest,
whick were lighted by the unsullied covering of the earth,
when a loud and continued howling was heard pealing
under the long arches of the woods, like the cry of a nu-
merous pack of hounds. The instant the sounds reached
the ears of the gentleman, whatever might have been the
subject of his meditations, he forgot it; for he eried aloud te
the black— . ;

“Hold up, Aggy; there is old Hector; I should know his
bay among ten thousand. The Leather:-stocking has put
his hounds into the hills this clear day, and they have start-
ed their game, you hear. There is a deer-track a few rods °
a-head :—and now Bess, if thou canst muster courage enough
to stand fire, I will give thee a saddle for thy Christma .
dinner.” '

The black drew up, with a oheerfal grin upon his chilled
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features, and began thrashing his arms together, in corder to
restore the circulation to his fingers, while the speaker stood
erect, and, throwing aside his outer covering, stept from the
sleigh upon a bank of smow, which sustained his weight
without yielding more than an inch or two. A storm of sleet
had fallen and frozen upon the surface a few days before,
and but a slight snow had occurred since to purify, without
weakening, its covering. .

In a few moments the speaker succeeded in extricating a
double-barrelled fowling-piece from among a multitude of
trunks and handboxes. After throwing aside the thick mit-
tens which had encased his hands, that now appeared in a
pair of leather gloves tipped with fur, he examined his prim-
ing, and was about to move forward, when the light bound-
ing noise of an animal plunging through the woods was
heard, and directly a fine buck darted into the path, a short
distance a-head of him. The appearance of the animal was
sudden, and his flight inconceivably rapid ; but the traveller
appeared to be too keen a sportsman to be disconcested by
either. As it came first into view he raised the fowling-piece
to his shoulder, and, with a practised eye and steady hand,
drew a trigger ; but the deer dashed forward undaunted,
and apparently unhurt. Without lowering his piece, the
traveller turned its muzzle towards his intended victim, and
fired again. Neither discharge, however, seemed to bave
taken effect.

The whole scene had passed with a rapidity that confused
the female, who was uncounsciously rejoicing in the escape of
the buck, as he rather darted like a meteor than ran across
the roaa before her, when a sharp, quick sound struck her
ear, quite different from the full round reports of her father’s
gun, but still sufficiently distinct to be known as the concas-
sion produced by fire-arms. At the same instant that she
heard this unexpected report, the buck sprang from the
snow, to a great height in the air, and directly a second dis-
charge, similar in sound to the first, followed, when the ani-
mal came to the earth, falling headlong, and rolling over
on the crust once or twice with its own velocity. A loud
shout was given by the unseen marksman, as trinmphing
in his better aim ; and a couple of men instantly appeared
from behind the trunks of two of the pines, where they had
evidently placed themselves in expectation of the passage of
the deer.

*“Hal Natty, had I known you were in ambush, I would
not have fired,” cried the travcller, moving towards the spot
where the deer lay—near to which he was followed by the

PN
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delighted black, with the sleigh; “ butthe sound of old Hee-
tor was too exhilarating tu let me be quiet; though I hardly
think I struck him either.”

¢ No—no—Judge,” returned the hunter, with an inwaid
chackle, and with that look of exultation that indicates a
consciousness of superior skill; * you burnt your powder,
only to warm your nose this cold evening. Did ye think to
stop a full-grown buck, with Hector and the slut open upen
him, within sound, with that robin pop-gun in your hand?
Thero’s plenty of pheasants among the swamps; and the
snow birds are flying round your own door, where you may
feed them with crumbs, and shoot enough for a pot-pie, any
day ; but if you’re for a buck, or a little bear’s meat, Judge,
you’ll have to take the long rifle, with a greased wadding,
or you’ll waste more powder than you’ll fill stomachs, I'm
thinking.”

As the speaker concluded, he drew his bare hand across
the bottom of his nose, and again opened his enormous
mouth with a kind of inward laugh.

“The gun scatters well, Natty, and has killed a deer be-
fore now,” said the traveller, smiling good humouredly.
.% One barrel was charged with buck shot; but the other
was loaded for birds only. Here are two hurts that he has
received ; one through his neck, and the other directly
through his heart. It is by no means certain, Natty, but I
gave him one of the two.”"

“ Let who will kill him,” said the hunter, rather sarlily,
“1 suppose the cretur is to be eaten.” So saying, he drew
a large knife from a leathern sheath, which was stuck
through his girdle or sash, and cut the throat of the animal.
¢ If there is two balls through the deer, I want to know if
there wasn’t two rifles fired—besides, who ever saw such a
ragged hole from a smooth-bore, as this is through the neck?
—And you will own youiself, Judge, that the buck fell at
the last shot, which was sent from a truer and a younger
hand than your'n or mine ’ither; but, for my part, although
I am a poor man, I can live without the venison, but I don’t
love to give up my lawful dues in a free country. Though,
for the matter of that, might often makes right here, as weil
as in the old country, for what I can see.”

An air of sullen dissatisfaction pervaded the manner of
the hunter during the whole of this speech; yet he thought
it prudent to utter the close of the sentence in such an under
tone as to leave nothing audible but the grumbling sounds of
his voice. . ,

* Nay, Natty,” rcjoined the traveller, with undisturbed

B
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good humour, ¢jt is for the honour that. contend. A few
dollars will pay for the vepison; but what will requite me
‘for the lost honour of a buck’s tail in my cap? Think,
Natty, how I should triumph over that quiszing dog, Dick
Jones, who has failed seven times this season already, and
has only brought in one wood-chuck and a few gray
squirrels1” . ’

‘““Ah! the game is becoming bard to find, indeed, Judge,
with your clearings and betterments,” said the old hunter,
with a kind of disdainful resignation. ¢ The time has been
when I have shot thirteen deer, without counting the fa'ns,
standing in the door of my own hat !—and for bear’s meat,
if one wanted a ham or 8o from the eretar, he had only to
watch a-nights, and he could shoot one by moonlight through
the cracks of the logs; no fear of his over-sleeping himself,
n’ither, for the howling of the wolves was sartin to keep his
eyes open. There’s.old Hector,”—patting with affection a
tall hound, of black and yellow spots, with white belly and
legs, that just then came in on the scent, accompanied by
the glut be had mentianed ; * see where the wolves bit his
throat, the night I druve them from the venison I was smok-
ing on the chimbly top—that dog is more to be trusted nor
many a Christian man ; for he never forgets a friend, and
loves the hand that gives him bread.”

There was a peculiarity in the manner of the hunter that
struck the notice of the young female, who had been a close
and interested observer of his appearance and equipments,
from the moment he first came into view. He was tall, an(i
so meagre as to make him seem above even the six feet that
he actually stood in his stockings. On his head, which was
thinly covered with lank, sandy hair, he wore a cap made of
fox-skin, resembling in shape the one we have already des-
cribed, although .much inferior in finish and ornaments,
His face was skinny, and thin almost to emaciation ; but yet
bore no signs of disease ;—on the contrary, it had every in-
dication of the most robust and enduring health. The cold
and the exposure had, together, given it a colour of uniform
red; his gray eyes were glancing under a pair of shaggy
brows, that overhung them in long hairs (of gray mingled
with their natural hue; his scraggy neck was bare, and
burnt to the same tint with his face; though a small part
of a shirt collar, made of the country check, was to be seen
above the over-dress he wore. A kind of coat, made of
dressed deer-skin, with the hair on, was belted close to his
lank body, by a girdle of coloured worsted. On his feet were
deer-skin moccassing, ornamented with wvorcuriues’ quills,
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aftet the manner of the Indians, and lis limbs were guarded
with long leggings of the same material as the moccasins,
which, gartering over the knees of his tarnished buck-skin
breeches, had obtained for him, among the settlers, the nick-
name of Leather-stocking, notwithstanding his legs were
protected benedth, in winter, by thick garments of woollen,
duly made of good blue yarn. Over his left shoulder was
slung a belt of deer-skin, from which depended an enormous
ox horn, so thinly scraped, as to discover the dark powder
that it contained. The larger end was fitted ingeniously and
securely with a wooden bottom, and the other was stopped
tight by a little plug., A leathern pouch hung before him,
from w{ich, as he concladed his last speech, he took a small
meéasure, and, filling it accurately with powder, he commen-
ced re-loading the rifle, which, as its butt rested on the snow
before him, reached nearly to the top of his fox-skin cap.

The traveller had been closely examining the wounds
during these movements, and now, without heeding the ill-
humour of the hunter’s manner, exclaimed—

¢ I would fain establish a right, Natty, to the honour of
this capture ; and surely if the hit in the neck be mine, it is
enough ; for the shot in the heart was unnecessary—what we
call an act of supererogation, Leather-stocking.”

“You may caﬁ it by what larhed name you please, Jndge,”

said the hunter, throwing his rifle across his left arm, and
knocking up a brass lid in the breech, from which he took a
amall piece of greased ledther, and wrapping a ball in it,
forced them down by main strength on the powder, where
he continued to pound them while speaking. ¢ It's far
easier to call namies, than to shoot a buck on the spring;
but the cretur come by his end from a younger hand than
*ither your'n or mine, as ¥ said before.”
: ¢ What say you, my friend,” cried the traveller, turning
pleasantly to Natty’s companion; * shall we toss up this
dollar for the honour, and you keep the silver if you lose ;
what say you, friend ?”

* That 1 killed the deer,” answered the yottng man, with
" a little hauglitiness, as he leaned on anether long rifle, simi-
fat to that of Natty’s.

¢« Here are two to one, indeed,” replied the Judge, with a
sviiile ; 1 am out-voted-—overruled, as we say on the bench.
There is Aggy, he can’t vote, being a slave; and Bess is a
minor—so I must éven make the best of it. But you’ll sell
the the venison ; and the deuoce is in it, but 1 make a good
stoty about its death.”

¢ The meat is none of mine to sell,” said Leather-stocking,
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adopting a little of his companion’s hauteur; “ for oy part,
I have known animals travel days with shots in the neck,
and I'm none of them who'll rob a man of his rightful dues.”
“You are tenacious of yaur rights, this cold evening,
Natty,” returned the Judge, with uncongusrable good nature
% but what say you, young man, will* three dollars pay you
for the buck 1” . ~ i
“ First let us @etermine the question of right to the satis-
faction of us both,” said the youth, firmly but rcspectfully,
and with a pronunciation and language vastly superior to
his appearance ; “ with how many shot did you load your

‘gun?”

“ With five, sir,” said the Judge, gravely, a little struck
with the other’s manner; “are they not enough to slay a
buck like this ?”

“ One wauld do it ; bat,” moving to the tree from behind
which he bad appeared, * you know, sir, you fired in this
direction—here are four of the bullets in the tree.”

The Judge examined the fresh marks in the rough bark
of the pine, and shaking his head, said with a laugh—

*You are making out the case against yourself, my young
advocate—where is the fifth ?”

“ Here,” said the youth, throwing aside the rough over-
coat that he wore, and exhibiting a hole in his un-
der garment, through which large drops of blood were
oozing.

“ Ggod God ! exclaimed the Judge, with horror; “have
1 been trifling here about an empty distinction, and a fel-
low-creature suffering from my hands without a murmur?
But hasten—quick—get into my sleigh—it is but a mile
to the village, where surgical aid can be obtained;—
all shall be done at my expense, and thou shalt live with

" me until thy wound is healed—ay, ard for ever afterwards,

too.”
“T thank you, sir, for your good intention, but must
decline your offer. I have a friend who would be uneasy

: were he to hear that I am hurt and away from him. The
“injury is but slight, and the bullet has missed the bones;
‘but I believe, sir, you will now admit my title to the venison.”

“ Admit it]” repeated the agitated Judge; I here give
thee a right to shoot deer, or bears, or any thing thou
pleasest in my woods, for ever. Leather-stocking is the
only other man that I have granted the same privilege to;
and the time is coming when it will be of value. But I
buy your deer—here, thisbill will pay thee, both for thy shot
and my own,”
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The old hunter gatheted his tall person up fnto an air
of pride, during this dialogue, and now muttered in an
wunder tone—

““There’s them living who say that Nathaniel Bumppo’s
right to shoot in these hills is of older date than Marma-
duke Temple’s right to forbid him. But if there’s a law
abouat it at all, though who ever heard tell of a law that a
man should’nt kill deer where he pleased !—but it there is
a law at all, it should be to keep people from the use of
them smooth-hores. A body never knows where his lead
will fiy; when he pulls the trigger of one of them fancified
fire-arms.” y ’

‘Without attending to the soliloguy of Naity, the youth
boulvied his head silently to the offer of the bank note, and
réplied--

s Bxouse me, sir, I have need of the venison.”

< But this will buy you many deer,” said the Judge; *‘ take
it, I entreat you,” and lowering his voice nearly to a whisper,
he added—* it is for a hundred dollars.”

For an instant only, the youth seemed to hesitaté, and
then, blushing even through the high colour the eold had given
to his cheeks, as if with inward shame at his own weakness,
lie again proudly declined the offer.

During this scene the female arose, and regardless of the
cold air, she threw back the hood which concealed her fea-
tares, and now spoke, with great earnestness—

“ Burely, surely,—young man—sir—yon would not pain
my father so much as to have him think that he leaves a
fellow-creature in this wilderness, whom his own hand has
injured. I entreat you will go with us and receive medical
aid for your hurts.”

‘Whether his wound became more painful, or there was
something irresistible in.the voice and manner of the fair
pleader for her father's feelings, we know not, but the
Eanghty distance of the young man’s manner was sensibly
softened by this appeal, and lie stood, in apparent doubt,
as if relactant to comply with, and yet unwilling to refuse
her request. The Judge for such being his office, must in
future be his title, watched, with no little interest, the
display of this singular contention in the feelings of the
youth, and, advancing, kindly took his hdnd, and, as he
pulled him gently towards the sleigh, urged him to en-
ter it. :

“There is no human aid nearer than Templeton,” he
paid; « and the hut of Natty is full three miles from this ;
—come—come, my young friend, go with us, and lét the
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new doctor look to this shoulder of thine. Here is Nafly
will take the tidings of thy welfare to thy friend; and
should’st thou require it thou shalt return to thy home in
the morning.”

The young man succeeded in extricating himself from .
the warm grasp of the Judge, but continued to gaze on the
tace of the female, who, regardless of the cold, was still
standing with her fine featares exposed, which expressed
feelings that eloquently seconded the request of her father.,
Leather-stocking stood, in the mean time, leaning vpon his
long rifle, with his head turned a little to one side, as if enga-
ged in deep and sagacious musing ; when having apparently
satisfied his doubts, by revolving the subject in his mind he
" broke silence—

“ Tt may be best to go, lad, after all ; for if the shot hangs
under the skin, my hand is getting too old to be cutting into
human flesh, as I once used to. Though some thirty years
agone, in the old war, when I was out under Sir William, I
travelled seventy miles alone in the howling wilderness, with
a rifle bullet in my thigh, and then cut it out with my own
jack-knife. Old Indian John knows the time well. I met
him with a party of the Delawares, on the trail of the Iro-
quois, who had been down and taken five scalps on the
Schoharie. But.I made a mark on the red-skin that I'll
warrant he carried to his grave. I took him on his pos-
teerum, saving the lady’s presence, as he got up from the
amboosh, and rattled three buck shot into his naked hide,
s0 close that you might have laid a broad joe upon them
all ”—here Natty stretched out his long neck, -and straight-
ened his body, as he opened bhis,;mouth, which exposed a
single tusk of yellow bone, while his eyes, his face, even his
whole frame, seemed to laugh, although no sound was emit-
ted, except a kind of thick hissing, as he inhalcd his breath
in quavers. “I had lost my bullet mould in crossing the
Oneida outlet, and so had to make shift with the buck shot ;
but the rifle was true, and didn’t scatter like your two-legged
thing there, Judge, which don’t do, I find. to hunt in com-
pany with.” .

Natty’'s apology to the delicacy of the young lady was
unnecessary, for, while he was speaking, she was too much
employed in helping her father to remove certain articles
of their baggage to hear him. Unable to resist the kind
urgency of the travellers any longer, the youth, though still
with an unaccountable reluctarce expressed in his mfanner,
suffered himself to be persuaded to enter the sleigh. The
black. with the aid of his master, threw the buck across the
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baggage, and, entering the vchicle themselves, the Judge
invited the hunter 10 do se likewise.

s No—no,” said the old man, shaking his head; “I have
work to do at home this Christmas eve—drive on with the
boy, and let your doctor look to the shoulder ; though if he
will only cut out the shot, I have yarbs that will heal the
wound quicker nor all his foreign ’intments.” He turned
and was about to move off, when, suddenly recollecting him-
self, he again faced the party, and added—* If you see any
thing [of 1ndian John about the foot of the lake, you had
better take him with you, and let him lend the doctor a hand;
for, old as he is, he is curious at cuts and bruises, and it's
likelier than not he’ll be in with brooms to sweep your Christ-
mas ha’arths.”

¢« Stop—stop,” cried the youth, catching the arm of the
black as he prepared to urge his horses forward; * Natty
+—you need say nothing of the shot, nor of where I am going
—remember, Natty, as you love me.”

¢ Trust old Leather-stocking,” returned the hunter, signi-
ficantly ; * he hasn’t lived forty years in the wilderness, and
not larnt from the savages how to hold his tongue—trust to
me, lad ; and remember old Indian John.”

¢ And, Natty,” said the youth eagerly, still holding the
black by the arm, “I will just get the shot extracted, and
bring you up, to-night, a quarter of the buck, for the Christ-
mas dinner.” i

He was interrupted by the hunter, who held up his finger
with an expressive gesture for silence, and moved softly
along the margin of the road, keeping his eyes steadfastly
fixcd on the branches of a pine near him. When he had
obtained such a position as he wished, he stopped, and
cocking his rifle, threw one leg far behind him, and stretch-
ing his left arm to its utmost extent along the barrel of his
piece, he began slowly to raise its muzzle in a line with the
straight trunk of the tree: The eyes of the group in the
sleigh naturally preceded the movement of the rifle, and they,
soon discovered the object of Natty’s aim. On a small dead
branch of the pine, which, at the distance of seventy feet
from the ground, shot out horizontally, immediately beneath
the living members of the tree, sat a bird, that in the vulgar
language of the country was indiscriminately called a phea-
sant or a partridge. In size, it was but little smaller than
a common barn-yard fowl. The baying of the dogs, and the
conversation that had passed near the root of the tree on
which it was perched, had alarmed the bird, which was now
drawn uo near the body of the pine with a head and neck
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eroct, that formed nearly a straight line with its legs, So
soon as the rifle bore on the victimy Natty drew his trigger,
and the partridge fell from its height with a force that buried
it in the snow.

¢ Li¢ down, you old villain,” exclaimed Leather-stocking,
shaking his ramroad at Hector as he bounded towards fhe
foot of the tree, ‘“ lie down, I say.” The dog obeyed, and
Natty proeeéded, with great rapidity, though with the nicest
accuracy, to reload his piece. When this was ended, he
took up his game, and showing it to the party without a
head, he eried—‘ Here is a nice tit-bit for an old man’s
Christmas—never mind the venison, boy, and remember
Indian John; his yarbs are better nur all the foreign ’int-
ments, Here, Judge,” holding up the bird again, “ do you
think a smooth-bore would pick game off their roost, and
not ruffle a feather?” The old man gave another of his re-
markable laughs, which partook so largely of exultatiun,
mirth, and irony, and shaking his head, he tarned, with his
rifle At a trdil, and moved into the forest with short and
quick steps, that were between a walk and a trot. . At each
movement that he made, his body lowered several inches,
his knees yielding with an inclination inward; but as tic
sleigh turned at a bend in the road, the youth cast his eyes
in quest of his old companion, and he saw that he was al-
ready nearly concealed by the trunks of the trees, while his
dogs were following quietly in his footsteps, occasionally
scenting the deer track, that they seemed to know in-
stinctively was now of nofarther use to them. Another jerk
was given to the sleigh, and Leather.stocking was hidder.
from view,

——

CHAPTER IL

All places that the eye of Heaven visits
Are to a wise man posts and happy hivens ;—
Think uot the king did banish thee :
Bat thou the king,—
RICHAED II

An ancestor of Marmaduke Temple had, about otie hundred
and twenty years before the commencement of our tale,
come to the colony of Pennsylvania, a friend and to-reli-
gionist of its great patron. Old Marinaduke, for this for-
injdable prenomen was a kind of appellative to the race,
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brought with him, to that asylum of the persccutcd, an
abundance of the good things of this life He became the
master of many thousands of acres of uninhabited territory,
and tho supporter of many a score of depegglants. He lived
greatly respected for his piety, and not a little distinguisyed
as a sectary : was intrusted by his associates with many im-
portant political stations; and died just in time to escape
the knowledge of his own poverty. It was his lot to share

the fortune of most of those who brought wealth with them

into the new settlements of the middle colonies.

The consequence of an emigrant into these provinces was
generally to be ascertained by the number of his white ser-
vants or dependants, and the nature of the public situations
he held. Taking this rule as a guide, the ancestor of our
Judge must have been a man of no little note.

Itis, however, a subject of curious inquiry, at the present
day, to look into the brief records of that early period, and
observe how regular, and, with few exceptions, how inevit-
able, were the gradations, on the one hand, of the masters
to poverty, and on the other, of their servants to wealth,
Accustomed to ease, and unequal to the struggles incident
to an infant society, the afluent emigrant was barely enabled
to maintain his own rank, by the weight of his personal su.
periority and acquirements ; but the moment that his head
was laid in the grave, his indolent, and comparatively un-
educated, offspring, were compeiled to yield precedency to
the more active energies of a class whose exertions had been
stimulated by necessity. This is a very common course of
things, even in the present state of the Union; but it was
peculiarly the fortunes of the two extremes of society in the
peaceful and unenterprising colonies of Pennsylvania and
New Jersey.

The posterity of Marmaduke did not escape the common
lot of those whd depended rather on their hereditary pos-
sessions than on their own powers; and, in the third gene-
ration, they had descended to a point below which, in this
happy country, it is barely possible for honesty, intellect,
and sobriety, to fall; The same pride of family that had, by
its self-satisfied indolence, conduced to aid their fall, now
became a principle to stimulate them to endcavour to rise
again, The feeling, from being morbid, was changed to a
healthful and active desire to emulate -the character, the
condition, and peradventure the wealth, of their ancestors
also. It was the father of our new acquaintance, the Judge,
who first bégan to re-ascend the scalc of society; and in
shis undertaking he was not a little assisted by a marriago

L]
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that he formed, which aided greatly in furnishing the means
of educating his only son, in a rather better manner than
the low state of the common schools in Pennsylvania could
promise ; or than had been the practice in the family, for
the two or three Breceding generations.

At the school where the reviving prosperity of his father
was enabled to maintain him, young Marmaduke formed an
intimacy with a youth whose years were about equal to his
own, This was a fortunate connexionefor our judge, and
paved the way to most of his future elevation in life, when
the carly inclination for eacli other in the boys was inatured
ifito friendship.

There was not oily great wealth, but kigh court interest,
dmong the connexions of Edward Effingham. They were
ofie of the very few families, then resident in the colonies,
v;.ho thought it a degradation to its members fo ‘descend to
the pursaits of commerce : and who never emerged from the
privacy of their domestic life, unless to preside in the coun-
cils of the colony, or to bear arms in her defence. The latter
Tiad, from youth to approaching age, becn the only employ-
rient of Edward’s father. Military rank, under the crown
of Great Britain, was, sixty years ago, attained ‘with much
lohger probation, and by much more toilsome services, than
at the present time. Years were passed without murmuring,
in the subordinate grades of the service ; and those soldiers
who were stationed in the colonies felt, when they obtained
the command of a company, that they were intitled to re-
ceive the greatest deference from the peaceful occupants of
the soil. Any one of our readers, who in a visit to the falls,
has occasion fo cross the Niagara, by spending a day at
Newark, may easily observe, not only the self-importance,
but the real estipation enjoyed by the humblest representa-
, tive of the crown, even in that polar region of royal sunshine.
Such, and at no very distant period, was the respect paid
to the military in these States, where now, happily, no sym-
bol of war is ever seen, unless at the free and fearless voice
of their people. When, therefore, the father of Marmaduke’s
friend, after forty years’ service, retired with the rank of
Major, maintaining in his domestic establishment a com-
parative splendour, it is not to be doubted but that he be-
came a man of the first consideration in bis native colony—
which was that of New-York. He had served with fidelity
and courage, and having been, according to the cistom of
the provinces, intrusted with commands, much superioi to
those to which he was entitled by rank, with reputation also.
When Major Effingham yielded to the claims of age, he re-

[3
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tired with dignity, refasing his half-pay or any other com-
pensation for services that he felt he could no longer perform.

The ministry proffered to his acceptance various civil
oflices, which yielded not only honour but profit; but he
declined them all, with the chivalrous independence and
loyalty that had marked his character through life. The
veteran soon caused this act of patriotic disinterestedness
to be followed by another of private munificence, that, how-
ever little it accorded with prudence, was in perfect confor-
ity with the simple integrity of his own views.

The friend of Marmaduke was his only child; and to this
son, on his marriage with a lady to whom the father was
particularly partial, the Major gave a complete conveyance
of his whole estate, consisting of moneys in the funds, a
town and country residence, sundry valuable farms in the
old parts of the colony, and Jarge tracts of wild land in the
new—in this manner-throwing himselif upon the filial piety
of his child tor his own future maintainance. Major Effing-
ham, in declining the liberal offers of the British ministry,
had subjected himself to the suspicion of having attained
his dotage, by all those who throng the avenues to court

atronage, even in the remotest corners of that vast empire ;
Eut, when he thus voluatarily stript himself of his great per-
sonal wealth, the remainder of the community seemed in-
stinctively to adopt the conclusion also that he had reached
a second childhood. This may explain the fact of his im-
portance rapidly declining ; and if privacy was his object,
the veteran had soon a free.indulgence of his wishes. What-
ever views the world might entertain of this act of the Major,
to himself and to his child it seemed no more than a natural
gift, by a father, of those immunities which he could no lon-
ger enjoy or improve, to a son, who was formed; both by
nature and education, to do both, The younger Effingham
did not object to the amount of the donation ; for he felt that,
while his parent reserved a moral control over his actions,
he was relieving himself from a fatiguing burthen : such, in-
deed, was the confidenre existing between them that to
neither did it seem any thing more than removing money
from one pocket to another.

One of the first acts of the young man, on coming into
possession of his wealth, was to seek his early friend, with
a view to offer any assistance that it was now in his power
to bestow,

The death of Marmaduke’s father, and the consequent
division of his small estate, rendered such an offer extremely
accentable to the ;young Pennsylvanian: he folt kis own

A
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powers, he saw, not only the excellences, but the foibles, in
the character of his friend. Effingham was by nature indo-
lent, confiding, and at times impetuous and indiscreet; but
Marmadukc was uniformly equable, penetrating, and full of
activity and enterprise. To the latter, therefore, the assist-
ance, or rather connexion, that was proffered to him, seemed
to promise a mutual advantage. It wascheerfully accepted,
and the arrangement of its conditions left entirely to the
dictates of his own judgment. A mercantile house was es-
tablished in the metropolis of Pennsylvania, with the avails
of Mr. Effingham’s personal property; all, or nearly all, of
which was put into the possession of Temple, who was the
only ostensible proprietor in the concern, while, in secret,
the other was entitled to an eqaal participation in the proits.
This connexion was thus kept private for two reasons; one
of which, in the freedom of their intercourse, was frankly
avowed to Marmaduke, while the other continued profoundly
hid in the bosom of his friend. The last was nothing more
than pride. To the descendant of a line of soldiers, com-
merce, even in that indirect manner, seemed a degrading
pursuit ; and every sentiment of young Efingham was op-
posed to the acknowledgment of an arrangement which he
only reconciled to his private feelings by a knowledge of his
own motives—but an insuperable obstacle to the disclosure
existed in the prejudices of his father.

‘We have already said that Major Effingham had served as
a soldier with reputation. On one occasion, while in com-
mand on the western frontier of Pennsylvania, against a
league of the French and Indians, not only his glory, but
the safety of himself and his troops were jeoparded, by the
peaceful policy of that colony. 'I'o the soldier, this was an
unpardomable oflence. He was fighting in their defence
only—he knew that the mild principles of this little nation
of practical Christians would be disregarded by their subtle
and malignant enemies; and he felt the injury the more
deeply because he saw that the avowed object of the colonists,
in withholding their succours, would only have a tendency
to expose his command, without preserving the peace. The
gallant soldier succeeded, after a desperate conflict, in ex-
tricating himself with a handful of his men, from their mur-
derous enemy : but he never forgeve the people who had
exposed him to a danger, which they left him to combat
alone. It was in vain to tell him that thcy had no agency
in Lis being placed on their frontier at all ; it was cvidently
for their benefit that he had been so placed, and it was their
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% religious duty,” so the Major always expressed it; «it
was their religious duty to have supported him.”

At no time was the old soldier an admirer of the peaceful
disciples of Fox. Their disciplined habits, both of mind
and body, had endowed them with great physical perfection ;
and the eye of the veteran was apt to scan the fair propor-
tions and athletic frames of the colonists, with a look that
seemed to utter volumes of content for their moral imbecility.
He was also a little addicted to the expression of a belief
that, where there was so great an obscrvance of the exter-
nals of religion, there could not be much of the substance.—
It is not our task to explain what is, or ought to be, the sub-
stance of Christianity, but merely to record in this place the
opinions of Major Effingham,

Knowing the sentiments of the father, in relation to this
people, it was no wonder that the son hesitated to avow his
connexion with, nay, even his dependence on the integrity
of, a quaker.

It has been seen that Marmaduke deduced his origin from
the contemporaries and friends of Penn. His father had
married without the pale of the church to which he belonged,
and had, in this manner, forfeited some of the privileges of
his offspring. Still, as young Marmaduke was educated in
a colony and society where even the ordinary intercourse
between friends was tinctured with the aspect of this mild
religion, his habits and language were somewhat marked by
its peculiarities. His own marriage at a future day with a
lady without, not only the pale, but the influence of this
sect of religionists, had a tendency, it is true, to weaken his
early impressions ; still he retained them, in some degree, to
the hour of his death, and was observed uniformly, when
much interested or agitated, to speak in the language of his
youth—but this is anticipating our tale. :

When Marmaduke first became the partner of young
Effingham, he was [quite the quaker in externals; and it
way too dangerous an experiment for the son to think of
encountering the prejudices of the father on this subject.
The connexion, therefore, remained a profound secrct to all
but those who were interested in it.

For a few years, Marmaduke directed the commer-
cial operations of his house with a prudence and sagacity
that afforded rich returns fot the labour and hazard in-
currcd. He married the lady we have mentioned, who,
was the mother of Elizabeth, and the visits of his friend were
becoming more freauent; and there was a specdy prospect

q
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of removing the veil from their intercourse, as its advan-
tages becamne cach hour more apparent to Mr. Efingham
when the troubles that preceded the war of the revolation
extended themselves to an alarming degree.

Educated in the most dependant loyalty by his fa-
ther, Mr. Effingham had, from the commencement of the
disputes between the colonists and the crown, warmly
maintained what he believed to be the just preogatives
of his prince; while, on the other hand, the clear head
and independant mind of Temple had induced him to
espouse the cause of the people. Both might have been
influenced by early impressions; for, if the son of the
loyal and gallant soldier bowed in implicit obedience to
the will of his sovereign, the descendant of the persecuted
follower of Penn looked back, with a little bitterness, to
the unmerited wrongs that had boen heaped wupon his
ancestors. . :

This difference in opinion had long been a subject of
amicable dispute between them, but, latterly, the contest

¥
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was getting to be too important to admit of trivial discus- °

slons on the part of Marmaduke, whose acute discernment
was already catching faint glimmerings of the important
events that were in embryo. The sparks of dissension soon
kindled into a blage; and the colonies, or rather, as they
quickly declared themselves, THE STATES, became a scene
of strife and bloodshed for years.

A short time hefore the battle of Lexington, Mr. Effing-
ham, aiready a widower, transmitted to Marmaduke, for
safe-keeping, all his valuable effects and papers; and left
the colony without his father. The war had, howeyer,
soaroely commenced in earnest, when he re-appeared in
New-York, wearing the livery of his king and in a short
time he took the field at the head of a provincial corps,
In the meantime, Marmaduke had com fetely committed
himself in the cause, as it was then called, of the rebellion:
of course, all intercourse between tle friends ceased—on
the part Col, Effingham it was unsought, and on that
of Marmaduke there was a cautious reserve. It soom
became necessary for the latter to abandon the capital of
Philadelphia; but he had taken the precaution to remové
to the interior the whole of his effects beyond the redch
of the royal forces, including the papers of his friend also,
There he continued serving his country during the struggl
fn various civil capacities, and always with dignity an
usefulness. While however, he discharged his fanctions
with credit and fidelity,,Marmaduke never seemed to lose
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sight of his own interests; for, when the estates of the ad-

herents of the crown fell under the hammer, by the acts

of confiscation, he appeared in New-York, and became the
urchaser of oxtensive possessions at, comparatively, very
ow prices.

It is true that Marmaduke, by thus purchasing lestates
that had been wrested by violence from others, rendered
himself obnoxious to the censures of that sect which, at
the same time that it discards its children from a full par-
ticipation in the family union, seems ever unwilling to
abandon them entirely to the world. But ejther his suc-
cess, or the frequency of the transgression in others, scon
wiped off- this slight stain from his character; and although
there were a few who dissatisfied with their own fortunes,
or conscious of their own demerits, would make dark hints
concerning the sudden prosperity of the unportioned
quaker, yet his services, and possibly his wealth, soon drove
+ the recollection of those vague conjectures from men's
minds.

When the war had ended, and the independence of the
states acknowledged, Mr. Temple turned his attention
from the pursuit of commerce, which was then fluctuating
and uncertain, to the settlement of those tracts of land
which he had purchased. Aided bfv a good deal of money
and directed by the suggestions of a strong and praoticai
reason, his enterprises throve to a degree that the climate
and rugged face of the country which ne selected would
seem to forbid. His property increased in a tenfold ratio,
and he was already to be ranked among the most wealthy
and important of his countrymen. Tpo inherit this wealth
he had but one child—the daughter whom we have intro-
duced to the reader, and whom he was now conveying from
school, to preside over a household that had too long wan-
ted a mistress.

When the district in which his estates lay had become
sufficiently populous to be set off as a county, Mr, Temple
had, according to the custom of the new settlements, been
selected to fill its highest judicial station. This might make
a Templar smile, but in addition to the apology of necessity,
there is ever a dignity in talents and experience that is
commonly sufficient, in any station, for the protection of its
possessor;; and Marmaduke, more fortunate in his native
glearness of mind than the judge of King Charles, not only
decided right, but was generally able to give a very good
reason for it. At all events, such was the universal practice
of the country and the times; and Judge Temple, so far
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from ranking among thc lowest of his judicial contemporaries
in the courts of the new counties, felt himself, and was uaa
nimously acknowledged to be, among the first,

We shall here close this brief explanation of the histosy
and character of some of our personages, leavingjthen in
fature to speak and act for themselves.

CHAPTER IIL

All that thou see’st is nature’s handy-work,
Those rocks that upward throw their mossy hrows,
Like castled Einnuolu of the elder times!
These venerable stems, that slowly rock
Their tow’ring branches in the wintry gale |
That field of frout, which glitters in the sun,
Mocking the whiteness of a marble breast | —
Yet man can mar such works with his rade taste,
- Like some sad spoiler of a virgin’s fame.
. DUQ.

Some little while elapsed, after the horses had resumed therr
journey, ere Marmaduke Temple was sufficiently recovered
from his agitation to scan the person of his new companion.
He now obsecrved that he was a youth of some two or three-
and-twenty years of age; and rather above the middle
height. Further observation was prevented by the rough
overcoat which was belted close to his form by a worsted
sash, much like the one worn by the old hunter. The eyes
of the Judge, after resting a moment on the figure of the
stranger, were raised to a scrutiny of his countenance.
There had been a contraction of the brows, and a look of
care, visible in the features of the youth, when he first cn-
tered the sleigh, that had not only attracted the notice of
Elizabeth, but which she had been much puzzled to inter-
pret. The passion seemed the strongest when he was en-
Jjoining his old companion to secresy; and when he had de-
cided, and was, rather passively, suffering himself to be con-
veyed to the village, the expression of the young man'’s eyes
by no means indicated any great degrec of self-satisfaction
at the step. But the lines of an uncommonly prepossessing
countenance were gradually becoming composed; and he
now sat in silent, and apparently abstracted, musing. The
Judge gazed at him for some time with earnestness, and
then, smiling as if at his own forgetfulness, he spoke—

I belicve my young friend, that terror has drirgn yoax
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name irom iny recollection—your face is very familiar to me,
ana yet, for the honour of a score of buck’s tails in my cap,
T rould not tell your name.”

.+ [ oame into the country but three weeks since, sir,” re-
turned the youth coldly, “ and I understand yon have been
ahsent more than that time.” .

1t will be five to-morrow. Yet your face is one that'l
have seen ; though it would not be strange, such has been
my affright should I see thee in thy winding-sheet walking
by my hed-side, to-night. What say’st thou, Bess? Am I
compos mentis or not 2—Fit to charge a grand jury, or, what
is just now of more pressing necessity, able to do the hon-
ours of a Christmas-eve in the hall of Templeton ?”

« More able to do either, my dear father,” said a playful
voice from under the ample enclosures of the hood, ¢ than to
kill deer with a smooth-bare.” A short pause followed ; and
the same voice, but in a different accent, continued—* We
shall have good reasons for onr thanksgiving to-night, on
more accounts than one,”

A slightly scornful smile passed over the features of the

th, at the archness of the first part of this speech ; but it
jastantly vanished, as he listened to the tremulous tones in
which it was concladed. The Judge, also, seemed to be af-
fected with the consciousness of how narrowly he had es-
eaped taking the life of a fellow-creature, and, for some time,
there was a dead silence in the sleigh.

The horses soon reached a point where they seemed to
knaw by instinot that their journey was nearly ended, and,
bearing on the bits, as they tossed their heads, uneasily, up
and down, they rapidly drew the sleigh over the level land,
which lay on the top of the mountain, and soon came to the
point where the road descended suddenly, but circuitously,
into the valley.

" ‘'The Judge was roused from his reflections, when he saw
the four columns of dense smoke, which floated along the
air from his own chimneys., As housgy village, and valley
burst en his sight, he exclaimed cheerfully to his daughter—

* Sce, Bess, there is thy resting-place for life! And thine
100, young man, if thou wilt consent to dwell with us.”

The eyes of the youth and maiden involuntarily met, as
tha Judge, in the warmth of his feelings, thus included them
in an association which was to endure so long ; and if the
decpening nolour that, notwithstanding her hood, might be
seen gathering over the face even to the forehead of Eliza-
be‘a was contradicted in its language by the prond expres-
@on of her oye, the scornful but covert smile that again
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played about the lips of the stranger seemed equally to deny
the probability of his consenting to form one of this fausily
group. The scene was one, however, which might easily
warm a heart less given to misanthropy than that of Marma-
duke Temple.

The side of the mountain, on which our travellers were
journeying, though not absolutely perpendicular, was yet so
steep as to render great care necessary in descending the
rude and narrow path which, in that early day, wound along
the precipices. The negro reined in his impatient steeds,
and time was given to Elizabeth to dwell on a scene which
was so rapidly altering under the hands of man that it only
rescmbled, in its outlines, the picture she had often studied
with delight in hor childhood. On the right, and stretching
for several miles to the north, lJay a narrow plain, buried
among mountains, which, falling occasionally, jutted in long
low points that were covered with tall trees, into the valley ;
and then again, for miles, stretched their lofty brows per-
pendicularly along its margin, nourishing in the crags that
formed their sides, pines and hemlocks thinly insterpersed
with chesnut and beech, which grew in lines nearly parallel
to the mountains themselves. The dark foliage of the ever-
greens was brilliantly contrasted by the glittering whiteness
of the plain, which exhibited, over the tops of the trees, and
through the vistas formed by the advancing points of the
hills, a single sheet of unspotted snow, relieved occasionally
by a few small dark objects -that were discovered, as they
worc passing directly beneath the feet of the travellers, to
be sleighs moving in various directions. On the western
border of the plain, the mountains, though equally high,
were less precipitous, and as they receded, opened into
irregular valleys and glens, and were formed into terraces,
and hollows that admitted of cuitivation. Although the
evergreens still held dominion over many of the hills that
rose on this sidé of the valley, yet the undulating outlines of
the distant mountains, covered with forests of beech and
maple, gave a relief to the eye, and the promise of a
kinder 8oil. Occasionally, spots of white were discoverable
amidst the forests of the opposite hills, that announced, by
the smoke which curled over the tops of the trees, the habi-
tations of man, and the commencement of agriculture,
These spots were sometimes, by the aid of united labour,
enlarged into what were called settlements ; but more fre-
quently were small and insulated ; though so rapid were the
changes, and so persevering the labours of those who had
cast their fortunes on the success of the enterpnise, that it
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was roi difficult for the imagination of Elizabeth to conceive
tney were enlarging under her eye, while she was gazing,
in mute wonder, at the alterations that a few short years
had made in the aspect of the country. The points on the
western side of the plain were both larger and more numer-
ous than those on its eastern, and one in particular thrust
itself forward in such a manner as to form beautifully carved
bays of snow on cither side. On its extreme end a mighty
oak stretched forward, as if to overshadow, with its branches,
a spot which its roots were forbidden to enter. It had re-
Jeased itself from the thraldom that a growth of centuries
had imposed on the branches of the surrounding forest-trees,
and threw its gnarled and fantastic arms abroad, in all the
wildness of unrestrained liberty. A dark spotof a few acres
in extent at the southern extremity of this beautiful flat,
and immediately under the feet of our travellers, alone
showed, by its rippling surface, and the vapours which ex-
haled from it, that what it first might seem a plain was one
of the mountain lakes, locked in the frosts of winter. A
narrow current rushed impetuously from its bosom at the
open place we have mentioned, and might be traced for a
few miles, as it wound its way towards the south through
the real valley, by its borders of hemlock and pine, and by
the vapour which arose from its warmer surface into the
chill atmospbere of the hills. The banks of this lovcly basin,
at its outlet, or southern end, were steep but not high; and
in that direction the land continued for many miles a narrow
bat level plain, along which the settlers had scattered their
humble habitations, with a profusion that bespoke the
quality of the soil, and the comparative facilities of inter~
course. Immediately on the bank of the lake stood the vil-
lage of Templeton. It consisted of about fifty buildings, in-
cluding those of every description, chiefly built of wood, and
which, in their;architecture, bore not only strong marks of
the absence of taste, butalso, by the slovenly and unfinished
appearance of most of the dwellings, indicated the hasty
manner of their construction. To the éye, they presented a
variety of coloars., A few werc white in both front andrear,
bat more bore that expensive colour on their fronts only,
while their economical but ambitious owners had covered
the remaining sides of their edifices with a dingy red. One
or two were slowly assuming the russet of age; while the
uncovered beams that were to be seen through t be broken
windews of their second stories, showed that either ths
taste, or the vanity, of their proprietors had led them to nn-
dertake a task which they were unable to accomphish  'The



22 THR PIONRERS,

whole were grouped together in a manner that aped the
streets of a city, and were evidently so arranged by the dw
vections of one, who looked far ahead to the wants of pos-
terity, rather than to the convenience of the present incum-
bonts. Some three or four of the better sort of buildings, in
addition to the uniformity of their colour, were fitted with
_green blinds, that were rather strangely contrasted to the
chill aspect of the lake, the mduntains, the forests, and the
wide fields of snow. Before the doors of these pretending
dwellings, were placed a few saplings, either without branches,
or possessing only the feeble shoots of one or two summers’
growth, that looked not unlike tall grenadiers on post, near
the threshold of princes. In truth, the occupants of these
favoured habitations were the nobles of Templeton, as Mar-
maduke was its king. 'They were the dwellings of two young
men who were cunning in the law ; an equal number of that
class who chaffered to supply the wants of the community
under the significant title of store-keepers ; and a disciple of
Rsculapius who, for a novelty, brought more subjects into
the world than he sent out of it. In the midst of this incon-
gruous group of dwellings, rose the mansion of the Judge,
towering proudly abave all its neighbours. Jt stood in the
centre of an enclosure that included several acres, whicn
were covered with fruit trees. Somne of these were of Indian
origin, and began already to assume the moss and inclination,
ofr age, therein forming a very marked contrast to the infant
plantations that peered over most of the picketod fences im
the village. In addition to this show of oultivation, wera
two rows of young poplars, a tree but lately introduced into
America, formally lining either side of a pathway, which led
from a gate, that opened on the principal street, to the front
door of the building. The house itself had been built ene
tirely under the superintendance of a Mr. Richard Jones,
whom we have already mentioned, and who, from a certain
cleverness in small mattegs, and his willingness to exert his
tnlents, added to the circumstance of their being sisters”
children, ordinarily superintended all the minor eanceras of
Marmaduke Temple’'s business, Richard was fund of saying
that this child of his invention consisted of nething mere
ror less than what should form the ground-work of a clergy-
man’s discourse; viz. a firstly, and a lastly. He had com-
menced his labours in the first year of their residence by
erecting a tall, gaunt edifice of wood, with its gable towards
tiie highway, In this shelter, for it was but little maore, the
famnily resided for three years.- By the -end of -that period,
Ku:cfrard bad completed bisdesign,  Ho had availed himxif,
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in this heavy undertaking, of the experience of a certain
wandering, eastern mechanic, who, by exhibiting a few solid
plates of %ng]ish architecture, and talking learnedly of friczes,
entablatures, and particularly of the composite order, had
obtained a very ungue influence over Richard’s taste, in every
thing that pertained to that branch of the fine arts. - Not but
that Mr, Jones affected to consider Mr. Hiram Doolittle a
perfect empiric in his profession ; being in the constant habit
of listening to his treatises on architecture with a kind of
indulgent smile; yet, either from an inability to oppose them
by anything plausible from his own stores of learning, or
from a secret admiration of their truth, Richard generally
submitted to the arguments of his coadjutor. Tol%ether, the
had not only erected a dwelling for Marmaduke, but h
given a fashion to the architecture of the country. The com-
posite order, Mr. Doolittle would contend, was an order com-

sed of many others, and was intended to be the most useful, for
1t admitted into its construction such alterations as convenience
or circumstances might require. To this proposition Richard
very gravely assented; and it was by this unison in sentiment
that the composite order, or a style of architecture that
emanated from the carpenter's own genius, with a few sug-
gestions from the other, became the fashion of the new
county.

The house itself, or the “lastly,” was of stone; large, square,
formal, and far from uncomfortable. These were four
requisites on which Marmaduke had insisted with a little
more than his ordinary pertinacity. But everything else_was
peaceably resigned to Richard and his associate. These
worthies found but little opportunity for the display of their
talents on a stone edifice, excepting in the roof and in the
porch. The former, it was soon decided, should be made with
four faces and a platform, in order to hide a part of the
building that all writers agreed was an object that ought to
be concealed. To this arrangement, Marmaduke objected
the heavy snows that lay for months, frequently covering the
earth to a depth of three or four feet. Happily, the facilities
of the composite order presented themsegves to effect a
compromise, and the rafters were lengthened, so asto give
a descent that should carry off the frozen element. But,
unluckily, some mistake was made in the admeasurement of
these material parts of the fabric, and as one of the greatest
recommendations of Hiram was his ability to work by the
“gquare rule,” no opportunity was found of discovering
tho eflect that was to be produced by this offspring of
eompound genius, until the massive tinbers were raised, with
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much labour, on the four walls of the building, Then i

it was soon seen that, in defiance of all rule, the roof was
by far the most conspicuous part of the edifice. Richard and
his associate consoled themselves with the belief that the
covering would aid in concealing this unnatural elevation,
hut every shingle that was laid was only mulﬁglyinslobjecu
to look at. Richard essayed to remedy the evil with paint,
and four different colours were laid on by his own hands. The
first was a sky-blue, in the vain expectation that the eye
might be cheated into the belief it was the heavens themselvea
that hung so impocin(g{r over -Marmaduke’s dwelling ; the
second was, what he , a *cloud-oolour,” being nothin
more nor less than an imitation of light smoke; the thir
was what Richard termed an invisible green, which he laid
on with a belief that the deformity might be blended with
the back-ground of pines, that rose in tall grandeur buta
short distance in the rear of the mansion-house. But all
these ingenious expedients entirely failed, and our artists
relinquished the desire to conceal and attempted to ornament
the offensive member. The last colour that Richard bestowed
on the luckless roof, was a “sunshiny yellow;” so called both
from its resemblance to, and ita fpowers to resist, the rays
of the great luminary. The platform, as well as the eaves
of the house, were surmounted by gaudily inted railings
and the genius of Hiram was exercised in the fabrication o
divers urns and mouldings, that were secattered profusely
sround this part of their labours, Richard had originally &
cunning expedient, by which the chimneys were mwug;d
to be so low, and so situated, as to resemble ornaments' on
the balustrades; but comfort uired that the chimneys
should rise with the roof, in order that the smoke might
be carried off, and they thus became four extremely con-
spicuous objects in the view. :

As this was much the most important undertaking in
which Mr. Jones was ever engaged, his failure produced
& correspondent degree of mortification. At first he whispered
among his acquaintances that it all proceeded from ignorance
of the square rule on the esart of Hirgm, but as his eye
became gradually accustomed to the object, he grew better
satisfied with his labours, and, instead of apologizing for the
defects, he commenced praising the beauties of the mansion-
house. He soon found hearers; and, as wealth and comfort
are at all times attractive, it was made a model for imitation
on a small scale. In less than two years from its erection
he had the pleasure of standing on the elevated platform,
snd of looking down on three humble jmitators of i
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beavty.—Thus it is ever with fashion, which even renders the
faaits of the great subjects of admiration.

Marmaduke bore this deformity in his dwelling with great
good nature, and soon contrived, by his own improvements,
to give an air both of respectability and comfort to his place
of residence; still there was much of incongruity, even"
immediately about the mansion-house. Although poplars
had been brought from Europe to ornament the grounds,
and willows and other trees were gradually springing up
nigh the dwelling, yet many a pile of snow betrayed the stump
of a mighty pine; and even in one or two instances, unsightly
remnants of trees that had been partly destroyed by fire
were seen rearing their black and glistening columns, for
twenty or thirty feet above the pure white of the snow. These,
which in the language of the country are termed stubﬁ
abounded in the open fields adjacent to the village, an
Were accompanied, occasionally, by the ruin of a pine or a
hemlock that had been stripped of its bark, and which
waved In a melancholy grandeur its naked limbs to the blast,
a skeleton of its former glory. But these unpleasant additions
to the view were unnoticeg by the delighted Elizabeth, who
as the horses slowly moved down the side of the
mountain, saw only in gross the cluster of houses that lay
like a map at her feet; the fifty smokes, that were diagonally
curling from"™the valley to the clouds; the frozen lake, as
it lay embedded in mountains of evergreen, with the long
shadows of the pines on its white surface, lengthening in
the setting sun; the dark riband of water, that gushed from
the outlet, and was winding its way already towards the far-
distant Chesaﬁeake—the altered, though still remembered,
scenes of her childhood and of joy!

Five years had here wrought greater changes than a century
would produce in older countries, where time and labour have
given permanency to the works of man. To the young huntef
and the Judse the scene had less of novelty: though none
ever emerged from the dark forests of that mountain, and
witnessed the glorious scenery of that beauteous valley, as it
bursts unexpectedly upon them, without a feeling of delight,
The former cast one admiring glance from north to south, and
then sunk his face again beneath the folds of his coat; while
the latter contemplated, with philanthropic pleasure, the pros:
pect of affluence and comfort that was expanding around him}
the result of his own enterprise, and much of it tﬁe fruits of hié
own industry.

The cheerful sound of sleigh-bells, however, soon attracted
the attention of the whole party, as they came jingling un @
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sides of the mountein, at a rate that announeed both a powerful
team and a hard driver. The bushes which lined the highwuy
interrupted the view, and they were close upon this vehicie
before they discovered who were its occupants.

CHAPTER IV, !

How now? whose mare's dead 7 what's the matter? .
FALSTAFIG

A FEw minutes resolved whatever doubts our travellers
entertained, as to the description of those who were approach-
ing them with such exhilarating sounds. A large lumber-
sleigh, drawn by four horses, was soon seen dashing through
the leafless bushes, which fringed the road that was here, as on
the other side of the mountain, cut into the hill. The leaders
were of grey, and the pole-horses of a jet black. Bells,
innumerable, were suspended from every part of the harness,
where one of those tinkling bells could be placed; while the
rapid movement of the equipage, in defiance of the steep ascent,
annonnced the desire of the driver to ring them to the utmost.
The first glance at this singular arrangement satisfied the
Judge as to the character of ti“ose in the sleigh. It contained
four male figures. On one ot those stools that are used at
writing-desks, lashed firmly to the sides of the vehicle, was
seated a little man, enveloped in a great coat fringed with fur,
in such a manner that no part of him was visible excepting a
face of an unvarying red colour. There was a habitual up-
ward look about the head of this gentleman, as if it were
dissatisfied with the proximity to the earth that nature had
decreed in his stature, and the expression of his countenance
was that of busy care. He was the charioteer, and he gyided
the mettled animals that he drove along the precipice, with a
fearless eyeand a steady hand. Immediately behind him, with
his face toward the other two, was a tall figure, to whose

£
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cp‘renrnnce not even the duplicate over-coats which he wore,
aided by the corner of a horse-blanket, could give the appear-
ance of strength. His face was protruding from beneath a
woollen night-cap; and when he turned to the vehicle of Mar-
maduke as the sleighs approached each other, it seemed formed
by nature to cut the atmosphere with the least possible resist-
ance. The e¥en slone appeared to create an obstacle, as from
either side of his forehead their light, blue, glassy balls pro-
Jjected. * The sallow of his countenance was a colour too perma-
x(:)ent to be al?eeted even by the intense cold of lihe evening.
ite to this personage, sat a square figure of large propor-
tigz?:u No part of his form wnszg be dqlgcovered thgroxghpﬁis
over-dress, but a full face with an agreeable expression, that
was illuminated by a pair of animated black eyes of a lurking
look, that gave the lie to every demure feature in his counte-
nance. A fair, jolly wig furnished a neat and rounded outline
to his visage, and he, as well as the other two, wore martin-
tkin caps as outward coverings for their heads. The fourth
was a meek-looking, long-visaged man, without any other
tection from the cold Smn &e“ which was furnished by a
lack surtout, made with some little formality, but which was
rather thread-bare and rusty. He wore a hat of extremely
decent esroportiona, though frequent brushing had quite
destroyed its nap. His face was Fale, with a little melancholy,
but so slightly expressed as to leave the brholder in doubt
whether it proceeded from mental or bodily ilment. The air
had givén 1t, just now, a slight and somewl at feverish flush.
The character of his whole appearance, especially contrasted to
the air of humour in his next companion, was that of a habitual,
but subdued dejection. No sooner had the two sleighs ap-
proached within speaking distance, than the driver of this fan-
tastic equipage shouted aloud—

% Draw up in the quarry—draw up, thou king of the Greeks;
draw into the quarry, Agamemnon, or I shall never be able to
pass you, Welcome home, cousin ’duke—welcome, welcome,
my b ck-eged Bess. Thou seest, Marmaduke, that I have

en the field with an assorted cargo, to do thee honour.
Monsieur Le Quoi has come out with only one cap; Old Fritz
would not stay to finish the bottle; and Mr. Grant has got to
put the * lastly” to his sermon, yet. Even all the horses would
come—by the by, Judge, I must sell these blacks for you
immediately; they both interfere, and then the nigh one
is a bad goer in double harness. I can get rid of them to—"

«Sell what thou wilt, Dickon,” interrupted the cheerful
voice of the Judge, “so that thou leavest me my daughter and
my lands. Ah! Fritz, my old friend, this is a kind compliment,

D

Y
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indeed, for seventy to pay to five-and-forty. Monsieur Le Quoi,
I am your servant. Mr. Grant,” lifting his cap, “I feel
indebted to your attention. Gentlemen, I make you ac-
quainted with my child.—Yours are names with which she is
very familiar.”

“ Velcome, velcome, Tchooge,” said the elder of the
party, with a strong German accent. * Miss Petsy vilt owe
me a kiss.”

“ And cheerfully will I pay it, my good sir,” cried the soft
voice of Elizabeth ; which sounded, in the clear air of the hills,
like tones of silver, amid the loud cries of Richard, and the
manly greetings of the gentleman. “I have always a kiss for
my old friend, Major Hartmann.”

By this time the gentleman on the front seat, who had been
addressed as Monsieur Le Quoi, rose with some difficulty,
owing to the impediment of his over coats, and steadying him-
self by placing one hand on the stool of the charioteer, with the
other he removed his cap, and bowing politely to the Judge,
and profoundly to Elizabeth, he said with a smile that opened
a mouth of no common dimensions—

" “Ver velcome home, Monsieur Templ'. Ah! Mam’selle
Lis'bet, you ver humble sairvant.” °

¢ Cover thy poll, Gaul, cover thy poll,” cried the driver, who
was Mr. Richard Jones; ¢ cover thy poll, or the frost will pluck
out the remnant of thy locks. Had the hairs on the head of
Absalom been as scarce as on this crown of thine, he might
have been living to this day.” The jokes of Richard never
failed of exciting risibility, for if others were unbending, he
uniformly did honour to his own wit; and he enjoyed a hearty
laugh on the present occasion, while Mr. Le Quoi resumed hig
seat with a polite reciprocation in his mirth. The clergyman,
for such was the office of Mr. Grant, modestly, though quite
affectionately, exchanged his greetings with the travellers also,
whe(lll Richard prepared to turn the ﬁeads of his horses home-
ward.

It was in the quarry alone that he could effect this object,
without ascending to the summit of the mountain. A very
considerable excavation had been made into the side of the
hill, at the point where Richard had succeeded in sbopping the
sleighs, from which the stones used for building in the village
were ordinarily quarried, and in which he now attempted to
turn his team. an.ssing itself was a task of difficulty, and
frequently of danger, in that narrow road; but Richard had to
meet the additional risk of turning his four-in-hand. The
black very civilly volunteered his services to take off the
'~nders, and the Judge very earnestly seconded the measure



PIONEERS. 1]

git(iin his advice. Richard treated the proposals with great
isdain.— : -

« Why, and wherefore, cousin duke,” he exclaimed a littl
angrily; “the horses are as gentle as lambs. You know that 1
broke the leaders myself, ansethe pole-horses are too near my
whip to be restive. Here is Mr. Le Quoi, now, who must know
something about driving, because he has rode out 8o often
xith me ; I will leave it to Mr. Le Quoi whether there is any

anger.

Thus appealed to, it was not ih the nature of the Frenchman
to disappoint expectations that were so confidently formed;
although he sat looking down the pretipice which fronted him,
a8 Richard turned his leaders into the quarry, with a pair of

es that stood at least half an inch ftom his visage. The

erman’s muscles were unmoved, but his quick sight scanned
each movement with an understanding expression that bi8nded
amusement at Richard’s dilemma with anxiety at their situa-
tion. Mr. Grant plaeed his hands on the side of the sleigh, int
preparation for a spring, but moral timidity detetred him from
t'atkmgkthe leap that bodily apprehension strongly urged him to
attempt.

Ricgard, by a sudden application of his whip, succeeded
in forcing his leaders into the snow-bank that covered the
quarry; but the instant that the impatient animals suffered
by the crust, through which they broke at each step, they
%ositively refused to move an inch further in that direction.

n the contrary, finding that the cries and blows of their
driver were redoubled at this juncture, the leaders backed
upon the pole-horses, who, in their turn, backed the sleigh.-

nly a single log lay above the pile which upheld the road
on the side towards the valley, which was now buried in
the snow. The sleigh was easily forced across this slight
impediment; and before Richard became conscious of his
danger, one half of the vehicle was projected over a precipice,
which fell, nearly perpendicularly, more thah a hundred feet.
The Frenchman, who by his position, had a full view of theit
threatened flight, instinctively threw his body as far forward
as possible in_the sleigh, and cried, “ Ah! Mon cher monsieur
Deeck ! mon Dieu ! prenez gardez vous !”

“Donner and blitzen, Richart,” exclaimed the veteran
German, looking over the side of the sleigh with unusual
emotion, “put you will preak ter sleigh and kilt ter
horses.”

“Good Mr. Jones,” said the clergyman, losing the
slight flush that cold had given to his cheeks, *be prudent,
good sir—be careful.”
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“QGet up, you obstinate devils!” cried Richard, catche
ing a bird's eye view of his situation, applying his whig
with new vigour, and unconsciously kicking the stool on
which he sat, as if inclined to urge the inanimate wood
forward; “QGet up, I say—Cousin ’duke, I shall have to
sell the grays too; they are the worst broken horses—Mr.
Le Quaw!” Richard was too much agitated to ret{;ard his
pronunciation, of which he was commonly a little vain;
¢ Monsieur Le Quaw, pray get off my leg; you hold
l;my leg so tight that it's no wonder I can’t guide the
orses,

¢ Merciful Providence!” exclaimed the Judge, *they will
be all killed !”

Elizabeth gave a piercing shriek, and the black of Aga-
semnon’s face changed to a muddy white.

Atgthis critical moment, the young hunter, who, during
the ealutations of the parties, ha«f sat in rather sullen silence,
sprang from the sleigh of Marmaduke to the heads of the
refractory leaders. The horses, who were yet suffering
under the injudicious and somewhat random blows from
Richard, were dancing up and down with that ominous
movement that threatens a sudden and uncontrollable start,
and pressing backward instead of going into the quarry.
The youth gave the leaders a powerful jerk, um;l they
plunged aside, by the path they had themselves troddenm,
and re-entered the road in the position in which they were
first halted. The sleigh was whirled from its dangerous
position, and upset with its runners outwards. The German
and the divine were thrown rather unceremoniously into
the highway, but without danger to their bones. Richard
appeared in the air, for a moment, describing the segment
of a circle, of which the reins were the radii, and was landed
at the distance of some fifteen feet, in that snow-bank which
the horses had dreaded, right end up ost. Here, as
he instinctively gra.sged the reins, as (Eowning men seize
at straws, he admirably served the purpose of an anchor, to
check the further career of his steeds. The Frenchman, who
was on his legs in the act of springing from the sleigh, took
' an aérial flight also, much in that attitude which boys assume
when they play leap-frog, and flying off in a tangent to the
eurvature of gxs course, came into the snow-bank head-
foremost, where he remained, exhibiting two lathy legs on
high, like scare-crows waving in a corn field. Major
Hartmann, whose self-possession had been admirably pre-
served during the whoﬂe evolution, was the first of the party
‘nat gained his feet and his voice,
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“Ter deyvel, Richart!” he exclaimed, in a voice half
serious, half comical, “put you-unloat your sleigh very
bantily.”

_ It may be doubtful whether the attitude in which Mr.
Grant continued for an instant after his overthrow, was the
one into which he had been thrown, or was assumed, in
numbling shimself before the Power that he reverenced, in
thanksgiving at his escape. 'When he rose from his knees,
he began to gaze about him, with anxious looks after thé
welfare of his companions, while every joint in his body was
trembling with nervous agitation. There was also a slight
confusion in the faculties of Mr. Jones, that continued for
some little time; but as the mist gradually cleared from
efore his eyes, he saw that all was safe, and, with an air of
great self-satisfaction, he cried, “ Well—that was neatly saved,
any how—it was a lucky thought in me to hold on thé
reins, or the fiery devils would have been over the mountain
by this time. How well I recovered myself, cousin ’duke!
Another moment would have been too late; but I knew
just the spot where to touch the off-leader; that blow
under this right flank, and the sudden jerk I gave with thé
reins, brought them round quite handsomely; I must own,
myself.” .
. “Thou jerk! thou recover thyself, Dickon!” ecried the
Judge, whose fears were all vanished fn mirth at the dis:
comfiture of the party; “but for that brave lad yonder,
thou and thy horses, or rather mine, would have assuredly
been dashed to pieces.—But where is Monsieur L8
Quoi

“Oh! mon cher Juge! Mqln ami!” cried a smothered voice,

“praise be God I live; wvill-a you, Mister Agamemnon, be
pleased come down ici, and help-a me on my foot ?”
. The divine and the negro seized the incarcerated Cail
by his legs, and extricateg him from a snow-bank of three
feet in depth,. whence his voice had sounded as from the
tombs. The thoughts of Mr. Le Quoi, immediately on his
liberation, were not extremely collected; and when he
reached the light, he threw his eyes upwards, in order to
examine the distance he had fallen. Hi} good humour
returned, however, with a knowledge of his safety, though
it was some little time before he clearly comprehended the
case.

“ What, monsieur,”, said Richard, who was busily as-
sisting the black in taking off the leaders; “are you there?
I thought I saw you flying up towards the top of the mountain
but just now.”
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“Praise be God, I no fly down into de lake,” returned the
Frenchman, with a visage that was divided between pain,
occasioned by a few large scratches that he had received
in forcing his head through the crust, and the look of com-
plaisance that seemed natural to his pliable features; “ah!
mon cher Mister Deeck, vat you do next;—dere be noting
you no try.”

“The next thing, I trust, will be to learn to drive,” said
the Judge, who had busied himself in throwing the buck,
together with several articles of his baggage, from his own
sleigh into the snow; “here are seats for you all, gentlemen; -
the evening grows piercingly cold, and the hour approaches
for the service of Mr. Grant: we will leave friend Jones
to regair the damages, with the assistance of Agamemnon,
and basten to a warm fire. Here, Dickon, are a few articles
of Bess’s trumpery, that you can throw into your sleigh
when ready, and there is also a deer of my taking, thatI
will thank you to bring—Aggy! remember there will be
a visit ffom Santaclaus to your stocking to-night, if you
are smart and careful about the buck, and get in in
season.”

The black grinned with the consciousness of the bribe
that was thus offered him for his silence on the subject
of the deer, while Richard, without in the least waiting for
the termination of his,cousin’s speech, at once hegan his reply—

“Learn to drive, sayest thou, cousin ’duke? Is there a
man in the county who knows more of. horse-flesh than
myself? Who broke in the filly, that no one else dare
mount? though your coachman did pretend that he had
tamed her before I took her in hand, but any body could
see that he lied—he was a great' liar, that John—what's
that, a buck ?”—Richard abandoned the horses, and ran
to the spot where Marmaduke had thrown the deer: “It
is a buck indeed! I am amazed! yes, here are two holes
In him; he has fired both barrels, and hit him each time.
Ecod! how Marmaduke will brag! he is a prodigious
bragger about any small matter like this now; well, well,
to think that ’duke has killed a buck before Christmas!
There will be no such thing as living with him—they are
both bad shots though, mere chance—mere chence;—
now, I never fired twice at a cloven hoof in my life;—it
is hit or miss with me—dead or runaway:—had it been a
bear, or a wild cat, a man might have wanted both barrels.
Here! you Aggy! how far off was the Judge when this buck
was shot P”

“Eh! Massa Richard, may be a ten rod,” cried the black,
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.
bending under one of the horses, with the pretence of fastenin
a buckle, but in reality to conceal the broad grin that vopeuei
a mouth from ear to ear.

“Ten rod!” echoed the other; “why, Aggy, the deer
1 killed last winter was at twenty—yes! if anything, it
was nearer thirty than twenty. I wouldn’t shoot at a deer .
at ten rod : besides, you may remember, Aggy, I only fired
once. '

* Yes, Massa Richard, I ’'member ’em! Natty Bum fire
toder gun. You know, sir, the folk say, Natty kiﬂ’eem.

“The folks lie, you black devil!” exclaimed Richard
in great heat. “I bave not shot even a gray squirrel
these four years, to which that old rascal ﬁras not laid
claim, or some one for him. This is a damn’d envious
world that we live in—people are always for dividing the
credit of a thing, in order to bring down merit to their own
level. Now they have a story about the Patent, that Hi-
ram Doolittle helped to plan the steeple to St. Paul’s,
when Hiram knows that it is entirely mine; a little taken
from a print of its namesake in London, Iown: but all the
rest is mine.”

“] don’t know where he come from,” said the black,
losing every mark of humour in an expression of deep
admiration, “but eb’ry body say, he wonnerful hansome.”

“ And well they may say so, Aggy,” cried Richard, leaving
the buck and walking up to the negro with the air of a man
who has new interest awakened within him. “I think I may
say without bragging, that it is the handsomest ang the
most scientific country church in America. I know that the
Connecticut settlers talk about their Weathersficld meeting-
house; but I never believe more than half of what they say,
they are such unconscionable braggers. Just as you have got
a thing done, if they see it is likely to be successful, they are
always for interfering; and then it’sten to one but they lay
claim to half, or even all of the credit. You may remember,
Aggy, when I painted the sign of the bold dragoon for
Captain Hollister, there was that fellow, who was about town
laying brick-dust on the houses, came one day and offered
to mix what I call the streaky black, for the tail and mane,
and then, because it looks just like horse-hair he tells every
body that the sign was painted br himself and Squire Jones.
If Marmaduke don’t send that fellow off the Patent, he may
ornament hie village with his own hands for me.” Here
Richard paused a moment, and cleared his throat by a loud
hem, whif: the negro, who was all this time busily engaged
in preparing their sleigh, proceeded with his work in

. .
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respectful silence. Owing to the relifious scruples of the
Judge, Aggy was the servant of Richard, who had his services
for a time, and who, of course, commanded a legal claim
to the respect of the young negro. But when any dispute
between his lawful master and his real benefactor occurred,
the black felt too much deference for both to express any
opinion. In the mean while, Richard continued watching
the negro as he fastened buckle after buckle, until stealin
a look of consciousness toward the other, he continue&‘,
“Now, if that young man who was in your eleigh is a real
Connecticut settler, he will be tellinf every body how he
saved my horses, when if he had just left them alone for one
half a minute longer, I would have brought them in much
better, without upsetting, with the whip and rein—it spoils
a horse to give him his head. I should not wonder if I had
to sell the whole team just for that one jerk that he gave
them.” Richard again Yaused, and again hemmed; for his
conscience smote him a little, for censuring a man who had
just saved his life—* Who is the lad, Aggy—1I don’t remembet
to have seen him before P”

The black recollected the hint about Santaclaus; and while .

lie briefly explained how they had taken him on the top of
the mountain, he forebore to add anything concerning the
accident of the wound, only saying, that he believed the
youth was a stranger. It was so usual for men of the first
rank to take into their sleighs any one whom they found
toiling through the snow, that Richard was Eerfectly satisfled
‘with this explanation. He heard Aggy with great attention,
and then remarked, “Well, if the lad has not been spoiled by
the people in Templeton, he may be & modest young man,
and as he certainly meant well, I shall take some notice of
him—perhaps he is land hunting—I say, Aggy—may be he
is out hunting #”
. “Eh! yes, massa Richard,” said the black, a little
confused ; for as Richard did all the flogging; he stood in
great terror of his master, in the main—* yes, sir,% b'lieve he be.”
“Had he a pack and an axe?”
“ No, sir, only he rifle.”
«Rifle!’ exclaimed Richard, observing the confusion
of the negro, which now amounted to terror. “By Jove!
he killed the deer. I knew that Marmaduke couldn’t kill
a buck on the jum;,)—How was it, Aggy? tell me all about
it, and I'll roast ’duke quicker than he can roast his
saddle—How was it, Aggy? the lad shot the buck, and the
Judﬁ: bought it, ha! and is taking him down to get the pay P”
The pleasure of this discovery had put Richard in such s
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good humour, that the negro’s fears in some measure vanished,
and he remembered the stocking. After a gulp or two, he
made out to reply—

“lgou forgit a two ll)ll:)ctl':.irn?s’;d!" ctied Ri

“Don't lie, you i ichard, steppin
on the snow-bank to measure the distance from his lonm
to the negro’s back; “speak the truth, or I'll trounce you.”
‘While apeaking, the stock was slowly rising in Richard’s
right hand, and the lash drawing through his left, in the
scientific manner with which drummers apply the cat, and
Agamemnon, after turning each side of himself towards hix
master, and finding all equally unwilling to remain there,
forgetful of his great name, fairly gave in. In a very few
words he made his master acquainted with the truth, at the
same time earnestly conjuring Richard to protect him from
the displeasure of the Judge.

“T'll do it, boy, T'll do it,” cried the other, rubbing his
hands with delignt; “say nothing, but leave me to manage
*duke—I have a damn’d great mind to leave the deer on the
hill, and to make the fellow send for his own carcase: but
no, I will let Marmaduke teli a few bouncers about it before
I come out upon him. Come, hurry in, , 1 must help
to dress the lad’s wound; this Yankee doctor knows nothing
of surgery—I bhad to hold old Milligan’s leg for him, while
he cut it offl”—Richard was now seated on the stool again,
and the black taking the hind seat, the steeds were put in mo-
tion towards home. As they dashed down the hill, on = fast
trot, the driver occasionally turned his face to Aggy, and
continued speaking; for notwithstanding their recent rupture,
the most perfect cordiality was again existing between
them. “This goes to prove that I turned the horses with the
reins, for no man who is shot in the right shoulder can have
strength enough to bring round such obstinate devils. I knew
I did it from the first; but I did not want to multiply words
with Marmaduke about it—Will you bite, you villain ?—hip,
boys, hip! Old Natty too, that is the best of it—Well, well,
’duke will say no more abont my deer—and the Judge fired
both barrels, and hit nothing but a poor lad, who was behind
a pine-tree. I must help that quack to take out the buck shot
for the poor fellow.” In this manner Richard descended the
mountain; the bells ringing, and his tongue going, until they
entered the village, when the whole attention of the driver
was devoted to & display of his horsemanship, to the admira-
tion of all the gaping women and children who thron%e‘g
the windows to witness the arrival of their landlord and
daughter.
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CHAPTER V.

Nathaniel's coat, sir, was not fully made,

And Gabriel’s pumps were all unfinish’d i’ th® heel;
There was no Enk to colour Peter’s hat,

And Walter's er was not come from sheathing:
There were none fine, but Adam, Ralph, and Gregory.

SHAKSPEARE.

AFTER winding along the side of the mountain, the road,
on reaching the gentle declivity which lay at the base of
the hill, turned at a right angle to its former course, and shot
down an inclined plane, directly into the village of Templeton.
The rapid little stream, that we have already mentioned, was
crossed by a bridge of hewn timber, which manifested, by
its rude construction, and the unnecessary size of its frame-
work, both the value of labour and the abundance of materials.
This little torrent, whose dark waters gushed in mimic
turbulence over the limestones that lineg its bottom, was
nothing less than one of the many sources of the Susquehanna;
a river, to which the Atlantic herself has extended her right
arm, to welcome into her bosom. It was at this point, that
the powerful team of Mr. Jones brought him up to the more
sober stecds of our travellers. A small hill was risen, and
the astonished Elizabeth found herself at once amid the
incongruous dwellings of the village. The street was laid out
of the width of an ordinary avenue to a city, notwithstanding
that the eye might embrace, in one view, thousands and tens of
thousands of acres, that were yet tenanted only by the beasts
of the forest. But such had been the will of her father,
and such had also met the wishes of his followers. To them,
the road that made the most rapid approaches to the condition
of the old, or, as they expressed it, the down countries, was
* the most pleasant; and surely nothing could look more like
civilization than a city, even if it lay in a wilderness! The
width of the street, for so it was called, might have been
one hundred feet; but the tract for the sleighs was much
more limited. On either side of the highway were piled befors
the houses huge heaps of logs, that were daily increasing
rather than diminishing in size, notwithstanding the enormous
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fires that might be seen lighting every window through the duak

of the evening. -

The last o%ject at which Elizabeth had gazed when they
renewed their journey, after the rencontre with Richard, was
the sun, as it expanded in the refraction of the horizon, and
over whose disk tﬁe dark umbrage of a pine was stealing, while
it slowly sunk behind the western hills. But his setting rays
darted along the openings of the mountain she was on, and
lighted the shining covering of the birches, until their smooth
and glossy coats nearly rivalled the mountain-sides in colour.
The outline of each dark pine was delineated far in the depths
of the forest; and the rocE, too smooth and too perpendicular
to retain the saow that had fallen, brightened, as if smiling
in scorn at the changes in the season. But at each step,
as they descended, Elizabeth observed that they were leaving
the day behind them. Even the heartless, but bright rays of a
December sun were missed, as they glided into the cold

loom of the valley. Along the summits of the mountains,
in the eastern range, it is true, that the light still lingered, re-
ceding step by step from the earth into the few clouds that
were gdthering, with the evening mist, about the limited
horizon; but the frozen lake lay without a shadow on its o/ ill
. bosom; the dwellings were becoming already gloomy and
indistinct ; and the wood-cutters were shouldering their - xes,
and prc:ﬁaring to enjoy, throughout the long evening | efore
ﬁtc:.m, hed cgmforts olf those ﬁxfl}ih;rau:lr‘lg fires tl:iat :beir
our bad been supplying with fuel. They paused ¢nly to
gaze at the passing afeighs, to lift their caps to E(nnnad Akey, to
exchange familiar nods with Richard, and each disappe ared in
his dwelling. The paper curtains ‘dropped behiid our
travellers in every window, shutting from the air even the
fire-light of their cheerful apartments; and when the hogses of
her father turned, with a rapid whirl, into the open gate of the
mansion-house, and nothing stood before her but the cold,
dreary stone-walls of the building, as she approached them
through an avenue of young and leafless paplars, Elizabeth felt
as if‘ﬁl the loveliness of the mountain-view had vanished like
the fancies of & dream. Marmaduke retained so much of hig
early habits as to reject the use of bells, but the equipage of
Mr. Jones came dashing through the gate after them, send::i
jts jingling sounds through every crauny in the building,
in a moment the dwelling was in an uproar.

On a stohe platform, of rather small proportions, con~
pidering the size of the building, Richard and Hiram had,
conjointly, reared four little columns of wood, which in their
turn supported the shingled roofs of the partico—tbis was e

»
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name that Mr. Jones had thought proper to give to a very
plain, covared entrance to the mansion. The ascent to the
platform was by five or six stone steps, somewhat hastily laid
together, and which the frost had already begun to move from
their symmetrical positions. But the evils of a cold climate,
and a superficial construction, did not end here. As the steps
lowered, the platform necessarily fell also, and the foundations
actually left tge superstructure suspended in the air, leaving an
open of a foot from the base of the pillars to the bases
on which they had originally been placed. It was lucky for
the whole fabric, that the carpenter, who did the manual part
of the labour, had fastened the canopy of this classic entrance
so firmly to the side of the house that, when the base deserted
the superstructure in the manner we have described, and
the pillars, for the want of a foundation, were no longer of
service to support the roof, the roof was able to uphold the
i Here was indeed an unfortunate gap left in the
ornamental part of Richard’s column; but like the window in
Aladdin’s palace, it seemed only left in order to prove the
fertility of its master’s resources. The composite order again
offe its advantages, and a second edition of the base was
given, as the booksellers say, with additions and improve.
ments. It was necessarily er, and it was progerly .
omamented with mouldings; still the steps continued to
}"ield, and, at the moment when Elizabeth returned to her
ther’s door, a few rough wedges were driven under the pillars
to keep them steady, and to prevent their weight from separat-
ing' tg.em from the pediment which they ought to have sup-
rle
From the great door, which opened into the porch, eme
two or three female domestics, rnd one male. p'.l‘he latterrﬁ
bare-headed, but evidently more dressed than usual, and
in the whole of 8o singular a formation and attire as to deserve
& more minute ducn;gtion. He was about five feet in heisht,
of a square and athletic frame, with a pair of shoulders
that would have fitted a grenadier. His low stature was
rendered the more striking by a bend forward that he was
in the habit of assuming, for no apparent reason, unless
it might be in order to give a greater freedom to his arms, ina
particularly sweeping swing, that they constantly practised
when their master was in motion. H’i's face was long, of a
fair complexion, burnt to a flery red; with a snub nose,
cocked into an inveterate pug; a mouth of enotmous dimen-
sions, filled with fine teetﬁ; and a pair of blue eyes, that
seemed to look about them, on surrounding objects, witk
vast contempt. His head composed full one-fourth of his
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whole length, and the q¥éme that depended from its rear
occupied another. He wore a coat of very light drab cloth,
with buttons as large as dollars, bearing the impression of a
“foul anchor.” The skirts were extremely long, reaching quite
to the calf, and were broad in proportion. Beneath, there
were a vest and Dreeches of red plush, somewhat worn and
soiled. He had shoes with large buckles, and stockings of
blue and white stripes.

This odd-looking figure reported himself to be a native
of the county of Cornwall, in the island of Great Britain.
His boyhood had Kassed in the neighbourhood of the tin
mines, and his youth as the cabin-boy of a smuggler, between
Falmouth and Guernsey. From this trade he was impressed
into the service of his king, and, for the want of a better,
had been taken into the cabin, first as a servant, and finally as
steward to the captain. Here he acquired the art of making
chowder, lobskous, and one or two other sea-dishes, and, as he
was fond of saying, had an opportunity of seeing the world.
‘With the exception of one or two out-ports in France, and
an occasional visit to Portsmouth, Plymouth, and Deal, he
had in reality seen no more of mankind, however, than if he
had been riding a donkey in one of his native mines. But,
being discharged from the navy at the peace of ’83, he de-
clared, that as he had seen all the civilized parts of the world,
he was inclined to a trip to the wilds of America. We will
not trace him in his brief wanderings, under the influence of
that spirit of emigration that sometimes induces a dapper
Cockney to quit his home, and lands him, before the sound of
Bow bells is fairly out of his ears, within the roar of the
cataract of Niagara; but shall only add, that, ata vex‘il early
day, even before Elizabeth had been sent to school, he had
found his way into the family of Marmaduke Temple,
where, owing to a combination of qualities, he held, under
Mr. Jones, the office of '\major domo. The name of this
worthy was Benjamin Penguillan, according to his own pro-
nunciation; but owing to a marvellous tale that he was
in the habit of relating, concerning the length of time he had
to labour to keep his ship from sinking after Rodney’s victory,
-he had universally acquired the nickname of Ben Pump.

By the side of Benjamin, and pressing forward as if a little
jealous of her station, stood a middle-aged woman, dressed
in calico, rather violently contrasted in colour, with a tall,
meagre, shapeless figure, sharp features, and a somewhat acute
expression in her physiognomy. Her teeth were mostly gone,
and what did -emain were of a light yellow. The skin of her

B
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nose was drawn tightly over the member, and then suffered to
hang in large wrinkles in her cheeks and about her mouth.
She took snuff in such large quantities as to create the im-
pression, that she owed the saffron of her lips and the adjacent
parts to this circumstance; but it was the unvarying colour
of her whole face. She presided over the female part of the
domestic arrangements, in the capacity of housekeeper; was
a spinster, and bore the name of Remarkable Pettibone. To
Elizabeth she was an entire stranger, having been introduced
into the family since the death of her mother. ’

In addition to these, were three or four subordinate menials,
mostly black, same appearing at the principal door, and some
running from the end of the building where stood the en-
trance to the cellar-kitchen.

Besides these, there was a general rush from Richard’s
kennel, accompanied with every canine tone, from' the howl
of the wolf-dog to the petulant bark of the terrier. The
master received their boisterous salutations with a variety ef
imitations from his own throat, when the dogs, probably
shame at being oytdone, ceased their outery. One stately,
powerful mastiff, who wore around his neck & brass collar, with
%M. T.” engraved in large letters on the rim, alone was silent.
He walked majestically, amid the confusion, to the side of the
Judge, where, receiving & kind pat or two, he turned to
Elizabeth, who even stooped to kiss him, as she called him
kindly by the name of “Old Brave.” The animal seemed te
know her, as she ascended the stepa, supported by Monsieur
Le Quoi and her father, in order to protect her from falling
on the ice, with which they were covered. He looked wist-
fully after her figure, and when the door closed on the whale

¥, he laid himself on a kennel that was placed nigh by, as
1f conscious that the house contained something of additional
value to guard. :

Elizabeth followed her father, who paused a moment to
whisper a message to one of his domestics, into a large hall,
that was dimly lighted by two candles, placed in high, old-
fashioned, brass candlesticks. The door closed, and the party
were at once removed from an atmosphere tbat was nearly at
zero, to one of sixty degrees above. the centre of the hall
stood an enormous stove, the sides of which appeared to be
quivering with the heat it emitted; from which a large,
straight pipe, leading through the ceiling above, carried off
the smoke. An iron basin, containing water, was placed on
this furnace, for such only it could be called, in order to
prescrve » proper humidity in the apartment, The room wea

Eeel .
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carpeted, and furnished with convenient, substantial furniture,
of a great variety in its appearance and materials; some of
which was brought from the city, and the remainder manufhc-
tured by the mechanics of Templeton. There was a sideboard
of mahogany, inlaid with ivory, and bearing enormous handles
of giittering brass, and groaning under piles of silver plate,
Near it stood a set of prodigious tables, made of the wild
cherry, to imitate the imported wood of the sideboard, but
plain and without ornament of any kind. Opposite to these
stood a smaller table, formed from a lighter coloured wood,
through the grains of which the wavy lines of the curled-
maple of the mountains were undulating in sreoue r:gulnrity.
Near to this, in a corner, stood a heavy, old-fashioned, brass-
faced clock, encased in- a high box, with the dark hue of the
black-walnut from the sea-shore. An enormous settee, or
sofa ocovered with light chints, stretched along the walls for
near twenty feet on one side of the hall, and chairs of wood
peinted a light zellov, with black lines that were drawn by
mo very steady hand, were ranged opposite, and in the in<
tervals between the other pieces of furniture. A Fahrenheits
thermometer, in a mahogany case, and with a barometer
annexed, was hung against the wall, at some little distance
from the stove, wgich Benjamin coneulted, every half-hour,
with prodigious veneration. Two small glass chandeliers were
suspended at equal distances between the stove and the outer
doors, one of which opened at either end of the hall, and gilt
lustres were affixed to the frame-work of the numerous side
doors that led from the apartment. Some little display in
architecture had been made in constructing these frames and
casings, which were surmounted with pediments, that bore
each a little pedestal in its centre. On these poéestnls were
small busts in blacked plaster of Paris. The style of the
pedestals, as well as the selection of the busts, had been exe-
outed urfder the auspices of Mr, Jones. On one stood Homer,
o most striking likeness, Richard affirmed, “as any one might
see, for it was blind.,” Another bore the image of a smooth
vieaafed gentleman, with a pointed beard, whom he called
8h esg:m. A third ornament was an urn, which, from its
shape, Richard was accustomed to say, intended to represent
itself as holding the ashes of Dido. A fourth was certainly
old Franklin, in his cap and spectacles. A fifth as surely bore
the dignified composure of the face of Washington. A sixth
was a nondescript, representing * a_man with a shirt-collar
open,” to use the language of Kichard, “ with a laurel on his
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head ;—it was Julius Ceesar or Dr. Faustus! there were good
reasons for believing either.”

The walls were hung with a dark, lead-coloured English

per, that represented Britannia weeping over the tomb of
g:'olfe. The hero himself stood at a little distance from the
mournin ddess, at the edge of the paper. Each width
contained the figure, with the slight exception of one arm of
the General running over on to the next piece, so that when
Richard essayed, with his own hands, to put together this
delicate outline, some difficulties occurred, that prevented a
nice conjunction, and Britannia had reason to lament, in
addition to the loss of her favorite’s life, numberless cruel
amputations of his right arm.

he luckless cause of these unnatural divisions an-
nounced his presence in the hall by a loud crack of his whip,
that startled the party, and his voice was first heard, ex-
claiming—

% Why, Benjamin! you Ben Pump! is this the manner
in which you receive the heiress? Excuse him, cousin
Elizabeth. The arrangements were too delicate and nice
to be trusted to every one; but now I am here, things will

0o on better. Come light up, Mr. Penguillan, light up,
Egbt up, and let us see one another’s faces. Well, 'duke,
I hav;”brought home your deer; what is to be done with
it, ha

“ By the lord, Squire,” commenced Benjamin in reply, first

iving his mouth a wipe with the back of his hand, “if this

ere thing had been ordered sum’at earlier in the day it might
have been got up, d’ye see, to your liking. I had mustered
all hands and was exercising candles, when you hove in
sight; but when the women heard your bells, they started an
end, as if they were riding the boatswain’s colt; and if-so-be
there is that man in the house who can bring up a parcel of
women when they have got headway on them, unti}) they’ve
run out the end of their rope, his name,is not Benjamin.
Pump. But Miss Betsy here must have altered more than a
rivateer in disguise since ‘she has got on her woman’s duds,
1f she will go to take offence with an old fellow, for the small
matter of lighting a few candles.”

Elizabeth and her father continued silent, for both ex-
¥erienced the same sensations on entering the hall. The
ormer had resided one year in the building before she left
home for school, and the figure of its late lamented mistress
was missed by both the husband and the child,
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But cendles had been placed in the chandeliers and lustres,
and the attendants were so far recovered from their surprise
as to recollect their use: the oversight was immediately
i-lenl:ledied, and in a minute the apartment was in a blaze of

ight. .

The slight melancholy of our heroine and her father was
banished { this brilliant interruption, and the whole
began to lay aside the numberless garments that they had
worn in the air.

During this operation, Richard kept up a desultory dialogus
with the different domestics, occasionally throwing out a
remark to the Judge concerning the deex; but as his ocon-
versation at such moments was much like an accompaniment
on a i)iano, a thing that is heard without being attended to,
we will not undertake the task of recording his wonderfully
diffused discourse.

The instant that Remarkable Pettibone had exeouted her
portion of the labour in illuminating, she returned to a
sition near Elizabeth, with the apparent motive of receiving
the clothes that the other threw aside, but in reality to ex-
amine, with an air of mingled curiosity and jealousy, the
appearance of the lady who was to supplant her in the ad-
ministration of their domestic economy. 7The housekeeper
felt a little appalled, when, after oloaks, coats, shawls, and socks
had been n off in succession, the large black hood was
removed and the dark ringlets, shining like the raven’s wing,
fell from her head, and left the sweet but commanding features
of the young lady exposed to view. Nothing could be fairer
than the forehead of Elizabeth, and preserve the appearance
of life and health. Her nose would have been called Grecian,
but for a softly rounded swell, that gave in character to the
feature what it lost in beauty. Her mouth, at first sight,
seemed only made for love; but the instant that its muscles
moved, every expression that womanly dignity could utter
played around it with the flexibility of female grace. It spoke
not only to the ear, but to the eye. So much, added to a
form of exquisite proportions, rather full and rounded for
her years, and of the tallest medium height, ehe inherited
from her mother. Even the colour of her eye, the arched
brows, and the long silken lashes, came from the same source;
but its expression was her father’s, Inert and composed, it
was soft, genevolent, and attractive; but it could be roused,
and that without much difficulty. At such moments it was
still beautiful, though, it was beauty in its grandeur. As the
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last shawl fell aside, and she stood dressed in a rich blue
riding-habit, that fitted her form with the nicest exactness;
her cheeks burning with roses, that bloomed the richer for the
heat of the hall, and her eyes slightly suffused with moisture,
that rendered their ordinary beauty more dazzling, and with
every feature of her speaking countenance illuminated by the
lights that flared around her, Remarkable felt that her own
power had ended.

The business of unrobing had been simultaneous. Marma-
duke appeared in & suit of plain neat black; Monsieur Le
Quoi, in a coat of snuff colour, covering a vest of embroidery,
with breeches, and silk stockings, and buckles—that were
commonly thought to be of paste. Major Hartmann wore
a coat of sky-blue, with large brass buttons, a club wig,
and boots; and Mr. Richard Jones had set off his dapper
little form in a frock of bottle-green, with bullet buttons;
by one of which the sides were united over his well-rounded
waist, opening above, so as to show a jacket of red cloth,
with an under-vest of flannel, faced with green velvet, and
below, so as to exhibit a pair of buckskin breeches, with long,
soiled, white-top boots, and spurs; one of the latter a little bent,
from its recent attacks on the unfortunate stool.

‘When the young lady had extricated herself from the
duresse of her garments, she was at liberty to gaze about her,
and to examine not only the household over which she was
to preside, but also the air and manner in which their
domestic arrangements were conducted. Although there was
much incongruity in the furniture and appearance of the bhall,
there was nothing mean. The floor was carpeted, even in its
remotest corners. The brass candlesticks, the gilt lustres,
and the glass chandeliers, whatever might be their keeps;
as to propriety and taste, were admirably kept as to
the purposes of use and comfort. They were all clean, and
each glittering, in the strong light of the apartment, with its

eculiar lustre. Compared with' the chill aspect of the

ecember night without, the warmth and brilliancy of the
afamnent produced an effect that was not unlike enchantment.
Her eye had not time to detect in detail the little errors,
which, in truth, existed, but was glancing around her in
delight, when an object arrested her view, that was strongly
contrasted to the smiling faces and neatly attired person-
ages who had thus assembled to do honour to the heiress of
Templeton.

In a corner of the hall, near to the grand entrance, stood
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the young hunter, unnoticed, and for the moment apparently
forgotten. But even the forgetfulness of the Judge, which,
unger the influence of strong emotion, had banished the
recollection of the wound of this stranger, seemed surpassed
by the absence of mind in the youth himself. On enterin,
the apartment he had mechanicall{ lifted his cap, and expoaeg
a head, covered with hair that rivalled in colour and gloss the
locks of Elizabeth. Nothing could have wrought a greater
transformation, than the single act of removing the rough
fox-skin cap. If there was much that was prepossessing in the
countenance of the young hunter, there was something noble
in the rounded outlines of his head and brow. The very air
and manner with which the member haughtily maintained
itself over the coarse and even wild attire in which the rest ot
his frame was clad, bespoke not only familiarity with a splen-
dour that in those new settlements was thought to be
unequalled, but something very like contempt also.

The hand that held the cap rested lightly on the little
ivory-mounted piano of Elizabeth, with neither rustic restraint,
nor obtrusive vulgarity. A single finger touched the instru-
ment, as if accustomed to dwell on such places. His other
arm was extended to its utmost length, and the hand grasped
the barrel of his long rifle, with something like convulsive
energy. The act and the attitude were both involuntary,
and evidently proceeded from a feeling much deeper than that
of vulgar surprise. His appearance, connected as it was with
the rough exterior of his dress, rendered him entirely distinct
from the busy group that were moving across the other end of
the long hall, occupied in receiving the travellers, and ex-
changing their welcomes; and Elizabeth, herself as much an
object to be looked at by others, continued to at himina
kind of stupid wonder. The contraction of the stranger’s
brows increased, as his eyes moved slowly from one object
to another. For moments the expression of his countenance
was fierce, and then again it seemed to pass away in some
Bamful emotion. The arm that was extended, bent, and

rought the hand nigh to his face, when his head dropped
upon it, and concealed the wonderfully speaking lineaments of
his features.

“We forget, dear sir, the strange gentleman,” (for her
life Elizabeth ocould not call bim otherwise,) “whom we
have brought here for assistance, aif§ to whom we owe every
attention.”

All eyes were instantly turned in the direction of those of the
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speaker, and the zouth, rather proudly, elevated his head again,
while he answered—

“ My wound is trifling, and I believe that Judge Temple
sent for a physician the moment we arrived.”

¢ Certainly,” said Marmaduke; “I have not forgotten
tlge o’bjeot of the visit, young man, nor the nature of my debt to
thee.”

“Oh!” exclaimed Richard, with something of a waggish
leer, “thou owest the lad for the venison, I suppose, that thou
killed, cousin ’duke! Marmaduke! Marmaduke! That was a
marvellous tale of thine about the buck! Here, young man,
are two dollars for the deer, and Judge Temple can do no less
than pay the doctor. I shall charge you nothing for my
services, but you shall not fare the worse for that. Come,
come, 'duke, don’t be down-hearted about it; if you missed
the buck, you contrived to shoot this poor fellow through a
pine-tree. Now I own that you have beat me; I never did
such a thing in all my life.”

“ And I hope never will,” returned the Judge, “if you are to
experience the uneasiness that I have suffered. But be of good
cheer, my young friend, the injury must be but small, as thou
movest thy arm with apparent freedom.”

¢ Don’t make the matter worse, ’duke, by pretending to talk
about surgery,” interrupted Mr. Jones, with a contemptuous
wave of the hand; it is a science that can only be learnt by

ractice. You know that my grandfather was a doctor,

ut you haven’t got a drop of medical blood in your veins;
these kind of thiniu ron in families. All my family by the
father'’s side had a knack at physic. There was my uncle that
was killed at Brandy-wine, he died twice as easy as any other
man in the regiment, only from knowing how to do the thing
as it ought to be done.”

“I doubt not, Dickon,” returned the Judge fplaymll y
after meeting the Bright smile which, in spite of himself,
stole over the stranger’s features, “ that thy family understood
}hqlprt’,of letting a life slip through their fingers with great
acility.

Richard heard him quite coolly, and putting a hand in
either pocket of his surtout, 8o as to press forward the skirts
with an air of vast disdain, began to wﬁistlo a tune; but the
desire to regly overcame his philosophy, and with great heat
he exclaimed— L 4

“You may affect to smile, Judge Temple, at hereditary
virtues, if you please; but there is not a man on your
Patent who don’t know better. Here, even this young man,
who has never seen anything but bears, and deers, and wood-
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chucks, knows better than not to believe in virtues being
transmitted down io families. Don’t you, friend ?”

“ 1 believe that vice is not,” said.the stranger abruptly
his eye glancing keenly from the father to the daughter.

* The Squire is right, Judge,” observed Benjamin with a
knowing nod of his head towards Richard, that bespoke the
cordiality betwcen them. ‘Now, in the old country, the
king’s majesty touches for'the evil, and that is a disorder
that the greatestdoctor in the fleet, or, for the matter of that,
admiral either, can’t cure ; only the king’s majesty, or a man
that’s been hung. Oh! yes, the squire is right, for if so be
that he wasn’t, how is it that the seventh son alwaysisa
doctor, wheiher he ships for the cock-pit or not? Now, when
we fell in with the mounsheers, under De Grasse, d’ye see,
we had aboard of us a doctor”’—

“ Very well, Benjamin,” interrupted Elizabeth, glancing
her eyes from the hunter to Monsieur Le Quoi, who was
most politely attending to what fell from each individual in
succession, * you shall tell me of that, and all your en-
tertaining adventures, together; just nmow, a room must
be prepared, in which the arm of this gentleman can be
dressed.”

« I will attend to that myself, cousin Elizabet),” observ-
ed Richard, somewhat haughtily, The young man shal.
not suffer, because Marmaduke chooses to be a little obsti.
nate. Follow me, my friend, and I will examine the hurt
myself,” .

« It will be well to wait for the physician,” said the han-
ter, coldly; “he cannot be distant; I will save you the
trouble.”

Richard paused, and looked earnestly at the speaker, a
little astonished at the language, and a good deal appalled
at the refusal. He instantly construed the latter into an act-
of hostility, and placing his hands in the pockets again, he
walked up to Mr. Grant, and putting his face close to the
countenance of the divine, he said in an under tone~—

¢ Now, mark my words: there will be a story among the
settlers that all our necks would have been broken, but for
that fellow there—as if I did not know how to’drive. Why,
you might have turned the horses yourself, sir ; nothing was
ocasier; it wasonly pulling hard on the nigh rein, and touch-
ing the off flank of the leader. I hope, my dear sir, you are
not at all hurt by the upset the lad gave us?*

The reply was interruptcd by the entrance of the village
physician.
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CHAPTHER VL.

And aboat bis shelves,

A beggarly account of empty boxes,

Green earthen pots, bladders, and musty-seeds,
Remnants of pack-thread, and old cakes of roses,

‘Were thinly scattered to make up a show,
BHAKSPEARMN:

Docter ELNnaTHAN Tobp, for such was the unworthy name
of the man of physic, was commonly thought to be, among
the settlers, a gentleman of great mental endowments; and
he was assuredly of rare persondal proportions. In height
he measured, without his shoes, exactly six feet and four
inches. His hands, feet, and knees, corresponded in every
respect, with this formidable stature ; but every other part
of his frame appeared to have been intended for a man
several sizes smallcr, if we except the length of the limbs,
His shoulders were square, in one sense, at least, being in
a right line from one side to the other; but they were. so
narrow that the long dangling arms that they supported
seemed to issue out of his back. His neck possessed to an
eminent degree, the property of length to which we have
alluded, and it was topped by a small bullet-head, that ex.
hibited, on one side, a bush of bristling brown hair, and on
the other, 2 short, twinkling visage, that appeared to main-
tain a constant struggle with itself in order to look wise.
He was the youngest son of a farmer in the western part of
Massachusetts, who, being in somewhat easy circumstances
had allowed this boy to shoot up to the height we have
mentioned, without the ordinary interruptions of field-labour,
wood-chopping, and such other toils as were imposed on
his brothers. Elnathan was indebted for this exemption
from labour, in some measure, to his extraordinary growth,
which leaving him pale, inanimate, and listless induced his
tender mother to pronounce him “a sickly boy, and one
that was not equal to work, but who might earn a living,
comfortably enough, by taking to pleading law, or turning
minister, or doctoring, or some sitch.like easy oalling.”
Still there was a great uncertainty which of these vocations
the youth was best endowed to fill with credit and profit;
but having no other employment, the stripling was constantly
lounging about the ‘ homestead,” munching green apples,
and bunting for sorrel ; when the same sagacious eye, that
had brought to light his latent talents, seized upon this cir-



cumstance as a clue to direct his fature path through the
turmoils of the world, * Elnathan was cut out for a dootor,”
she knew, ¢ for he was for ever digging for yarbs, and tast-
ing all kinds of things that grow>d ubout the lots. Then again
he had a natural love for dactor-stuff, for when she had left
the bilious pills out for her man, all nicely covered with
maple sugar, just ready totake, Nathan had come in, and
swallowed them for all the world as ifthey were nothing,
while Tohabod (her husband) oould never get one down
without making sitch desperate faces that it was awful to
look on,”

This discovery decided the matter. Elnathan, then about
fiftecn, was, much like a wild colt, caught and trimmed,
by clipping his bushy locks; dressed in a suit of home-
spun, dyed in the butternut bark ; furnished with a “ New
Testament,” and a “ Webster's Spelling-Book,” and sent
to school. As the boy was by nature quite shrewd enough,
and had previously, at odd times, laid the foundations of
rcading, writing, and arithmetic, he was soon conspicuous
in the school for his learning. The delighted mother had
the gratification of hearing, from the lips of the master,
that her son was a “ prodigious boy, and far above all his
class.” Healso thought that the * youth had a natural love
for doctoring, as he had known him frequently advise the
smaller children against eating to much ; and once or twice,
when the ignorant little things had persevered in opposition
to Elnathan’s advice, he had known her son to empty
the schools-baskets with his own mouth, to prevoent conse.
queioes.”

Soon after this most comfortable declaration from the
master, the lad was removed to the house of the village
doctor, a gentleman whoso early career bad not been uniike
that of our hero, where he was to be seen, sometimes
watering a horse, at others watering medicines, biue, yel-
low and red; then again he might be noticed, lolling
under an apple-tree, with Ruddiman’s Latin Grammar in
bis hand, and a corner of Denman’s Midwitery sticking
out of the pocket of his coat;—for his instructor held it
absurb to teach his pupil how to despatch a patient regu-
::rly from this world, before he knew how to bring him

to it

This kind of life continued for a twelvemonth, when he
suddenly appeared at meeting in a long ocoat (and well
did it deserve the name!) of black homespun, with little
bootoos, bound with uncoloured ealf-skin, for the waat of
sed meroooe. '
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Soon after, he was seen shaving with a dull razor; and
but three or months elapsed before several elderly ladies
were observed hastening towards the house of a poor
woman in the village, "while others were running to and
fro in great apparent distress.—One or two boys were
mounted, bareback, on horses, and set off at ‘full speed in
various directions. Several indirect questions were put
concerning where the physician was last observed ; but all -
would not do; and at length Elnathan was seen issuing
from his door, with a very grave air, preceded by a little
white-headed boy, who, out of breath, was trotting before
him, The following day the youth appeared in the street,
as the highway was called, and the neighbourbhood was
astonished -in observing how much he had grown lately.
the same week he bought a new razor; and the succeed-
ing Sunday he entered the meeting house with a red silk
handkercheif _mi_hu hand, and with an extremely demure
countenance. In the evening he called upon a young
woman of his own class in life, for there were no others to
be found, and when he was left alone with the fair, he was
called forthe first time in his life, Doctor Todd by her pru
dent mother. The ice once broken in this manner, Eina
than, was greeted from every mouth with his official appel-
lation, .

Another year was passed under the superintendance of
the same master during which the young physician had the
credit of “ riding with the old doctor,” although they were
generally observed to travel different roads. At the end
of that period, Dr. Todd attained his legal majority.* He
then took a jaunt to Boston, to purchase medicines, and,
as some intimated, to walk the hospital ; we knew not how
the latter might have been, but if true, he soon walked
through it, for he returned within a fortnight, bringing with
him a suspiciously looking box that smelled powerfully of
brimstone.

The next Sunday he was married; and the following
morning he entered a one-horse-sleigh with his bride, having
before him the box we have mentioned, with another filled
with home-made household linen, a paper-covered trunk,
with a red umbrella lashed to it, a pair of quite new saddle
bags, and aband-box. The nextintelligence that his friends
received of the bride and bridegroom was that the latter was
* settled in the new countries, and well to do as a doctor, in
Templeton in York state.”

If a Templer would smile at the qualifications of Mare
maduke to fill the judicial seat that he occupied, we are ooee
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tain that a graduate of Leyden or Edingburgh would be ex-
tremely amused with this true narration of the servitude of
Elnathan in the temple of AEsculapius. Baut the same con-
solation was aflorded to both the jurist and the leech; for
Dr. Todd was quite as much on a level with his compeers
in the profession in that country, as was Marmaduke with
his brethren on the bench.

Time and practice did wonders for the physician. He
was naturally humane, but possessed no small share of
moral courage; or, in other words, be was chary of the
lives of his patients, and never tried uncertain experiments
on such members of society as were considered useful ; but
once or twice, when a luckless vagrant had come under his
care, he was a little addicted to trying the effects of every
vial in his saddle-bags on the stranger’s constitution,
Happily their number was small, and in most cases their
‘natures innocent. By these means Elnathan had acquired
a certain degree of knowledge in fevers and agues, and
could talk with much judgment concerning intermittents,
remittents, tertians, quotidians, &c. In certain cutaneous
disorders, very revalent in new settlements, he was con-
sidered to be mgllible; and there was no woman on the
Patent but would as soon think of becoming a mother with-
out a husband, as without the assistance of Dr. Todd. In
short, he was rearing, on this foundation of sand, a super-
_structure, cemented by practice, though composed of some-
what brittle materials. He, however, occasionally renewed
his elementary studies, and, with the observation of a shrewd
mind, was applying his practice to his theory.
" In surgery, having the least experience, and it being a
business that spoke directly to the senses, he was most apt
to distrust his own powers; but he had applied oils to
several burns, cut round the roots of several (ﬂafective teeth,
and sewed up the wounds of numberless Wood-cho;‘?ers,
with considerable eclat, when an unfortunate jobber suffered
a fracture of his leg by the tree that he had been felling
It was on this occasion that our hero encountered he
greatest trial that his nerves and moral feeling had evexr
sustained. In the hour of need, he was, however, not found
wanting.—Most of the amputations in the new settlements,
and they were quite frequent, were gerformed by some one
practitioner who, possessing originally a reputation, was
enabled by this circumstance to acquire an experience that
rendered Kim deserving of it; and Elnathan had been pre-
sent at one or two of these operations. But on the present

¥
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eccasion the man of practice was not to be obtained, and the
duty fell, as a matter of course, to the share of Mr. Todd.
He went to work with a kind of blind desperation, observ-
ing, at the same time, all the externals of decent gravit
and great skill. The sufferer’s name was Milligan, and 1t
was to this event that Richard alluded, when he spoke of
assisting the Doctor, at an amputation—by holding the leg !
The limb was certainly cut off, and the %Ztient survived
the operation. It was, however, two years before poor Mil-
ligan ceased to complain that they had buried the leg in so
narrow a box, that it was straitened for room ; he knew this
to be true, for he could feel the pain shooting up from the
inhumed fragment to his livin§ members. Marmaduke sug-
gested that the fault might lie in the living arteries and
nerves ; but Richard, considering the amputation as part
of his own handy-work, strongly repelled the insinuation,
at the same time declaring that he had often heard of men
who could tell when it was about to rain, by the toes of
amputated limbs. After two or three years, notwithstand-
ing that Milligan’s complaints gradually diminished, the
leg was dug up, and a larger box furnished, and from that
hour no one had heard the sufferer utter another complaint
on the subject. This gave the public great confidence in
Doctor Todd, whose reputation was hourly increasing, and,
luckily for his patients, his information also.
Notwithstanding Mr. Todd's six years’ practice, and his
success with the leg, he was not a little appalled, on enter-
ing the hall of the mansion-house. It was gla‘ring with the
light of day; it looked so splendid and imposing, cem-
pared with the hastily built and scantily furnished  apart-
ments which he frequented in his ordinary practice, and
contained so many well-dressed persons, and anxiously-
looking faces, that his usually firm nerves were a good deal
discomposed. He had heard from the messenger who sum-
moned him that it was a2 gun-shot wound, and had come
from his own home, wading through the snow, with his
saddle-bags thrown over his arm, while separated arteries,
enetrated lungs, and injured vitals, were whirling through
ﬁis brain, as if he were stalking over a field of battle, instead
of Judge Temple’s Eeaceable enclosure.
The first object that met his eye, as he moved into the
" room, was Elizabeth, in her riding-habit, richly laced with
ld cord, her fine form bending towards him, with her
ace expressing deep auxiety in every one of its beautiful
festures. The enormous bony knees of the physician struck
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each other with a noise that was audible; for in the absent
state of his mind, he mistook her for a general officer, per-
forated with bullets, hastening from the field of battle to
implore his assistance. The delusion, however, was but
momentary, and his eye !glanced rapidly from the daughter
to the earnest dignity of his father's countenance; thence
to the busy strut of Richard, who was cooling his impa-
tience at the hunter's indifference to his offered assistance,
by pacing the hall and cracking his whip; from him to
the Frenchman, who had stood for several minutes un-
heeded with a chair for the lady; thence to Major
Hartmann, who was very coolly lighting a pipe three
feet long by a candle in one of the chandeliers; thence
to Mr. Grant, who was turning over a manuscript with much
earnestness at one of the lustres; thence to Remarkable,
who stood, with her arms demurely folded before her,
surveying with a look of admiration and envy the dress
and beauty of the young lady; and from her to Benjamin,
who, with his feet standing wide apart and his arms a-kimbo,
was balancing his square little body with the indifference
of one who was accustomed to wounds and bloodshed.
All of these seemed to be unhurt, and the operator
began to breathe more freely; but before he had time to
take a second look, the Judge advancing, shook him kindly
by the hand, and spoke.

“Thou art welcome, my good sir, quite welcome, indeed ;
here is a youth, whom {ghave unfortunately wounded in
shooting a deer this evening, and who requires some of thy
assistance.”

“Shooting at a deer, duke,” interrupted Richard, abruptly—
“sghooting at a deer. Who do you think can prescribe, unless
he knows the truth of the case? It is always so, with some
people; they think a doctor can be deceived with the same
1mpunity as another man.”

¢ Shooting at a deer truly,” returned the Judge, with a
smile, “although it is by no means certain thath did not
aid in killing the buck; but the youth is injured by my
hand be that as it may; and it is thy skill that must
;urgt ’l,nim, and my pocket that shall amply reward thee
or it.

“Two ver good things to depend on,” observed Monsieur
Le Quoi, bowing politely, with a sweep of his head, to the
J udﬁe and the practitioner.

“1 thank you, Monsieur,” returned the Judge;“ but we
kecp the young man in pain. Remarkable, thou wilt please
to provide linen for lint and bandages.”
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This remark caused a cessation of the compliments, and
induced the physician to turn an inquiring eye in the direc.
tion of his patient. During the dialogue the young hunter
had thrown aside his over-coat, and now stood c ina
plain suit of the common, light-colonred, homespun of the
country, that was evidently but recently made. His hand
was on the lapels of his coat, 1n the attitude of removing the

arment, when he suddenly suspended the movement, and
ooked towards the commiserating Elizabeth, who was
standing in an unchanged posture, too much absorbed
with her anxious feelings to heed his actions. A slight
col(]lur appeared passing over the brow of the youth, as he
spoke.

¢ Possibly the sight of blood may alarm the lady; I will
retire to another room while the wound is dressing.”

* By no means,” said Dr. Todd, who, having discovered
that his patient was far from being a man of importance,
felt wonderfully emboldened to perform his daty.—* The
strong light of these candles is favourable to the operation,
and it is seldom that we hard students enjoy good eye-
sight.”

While speaking, Elnathan placed a pair of large iron-
immed spectacles on his face, where they dropped, as it
were by long practice, to the &xtremity of his slim, pug
nose; and if they were of no service as assistants to his
eyes, neither were they any impediment to his vision; for
his little, gray organs were twinkling above them, like two
stars emerging from the cover of an envious cloud. The
action was unheeded by all but Remarkable, who observed
to Benjamin—

“Doctor Todd is a comely man to look on, and a disp’ut
pretty spoken one too, How well he seems in spectacles,
I declare they give a grand look to a body’s face. I have
quite a great mind to try them myself.” :

The speech of the stranger recalled the recollection of
Miss Temple, who started, as if from deep abstractioh, and,
colouring excessively, she motioned to a young woman, who
served in the capacity of a maid, and retired, with an air of
womanly reserve. . .

The field was now left to the physician and his patient,
while the different personages who remained, gathered
around the latter, with faces expressing the various degrees
of intcrest that each one felt in his condition. Major Hart-
mann alone refained his seat, where he continued to throw
out vast quantities of smoke, now rolling his eyes up to the

Sling, as if musing on thc uncertainty of life, and now
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bending them op the wounded man, with an expression that
bespoke some consciousness of his situation.

In the mean time, Einathan, to whom the sight of a gun-
shot wound was a perfect novelty, commenced his prepara-
tions with a solemnity and care that was worthy of the oc-
casion. An old shirt was procured by Benjamin, and placed
in the hands of the other, who tore divers bandages from
it, with an exactitude that marked both his own skill and
the importance of the operation.

The moment Richard beard the sound that was produced
by rending the linen, he stepped up to the group, with the
air of one who well understood the business in hand. When
this preparatory measure was taken, Dr. Todd selected a
piece of the shirt with great care, and handing it to Mr,
Jones, without moving a muscle, said—

« Here, Squire Jones, you are well acquainted with these
things; will you please to ssrape the lint? It should be
fine, and soft, you know, my dear sir; and be cautious that
no cotton gets in, or it may pi'son the wownd. The shirt
has been made with cotton thread, but you can easily pick
it out.”

Richard assumed the office, with a nod at his cousin, that
said, quite plainly, “ You see, this fellow ocan’t get along
without me ;" and began to scrape the piece of linen on his
knee, with great diligence.

A table was now spread, by the practitioner, with vials,
boxes of salve, and divers surgical instruments. As the
Jatter appeared, in succcssion, from a case of red morocco,
their owner held up each implement to the strong light of
the chandelier, near to which he stood, and examined it
with the nicest pare and precision. A red silk handkerchief
wus frequently applied to the glittering steel, as if to remove
from the polished surfaces the least impediment, which
might exist, to the most delicate operation. After the rather
seantily furpished pocket-case, which contained these in-
struments was exhausted, the physician tarned to his saddle-
bags, and produced various vials, filled with liquids, of the
most radiant colours. These were arranged, in due order,
by the side of the murderous saws, knives, and scissors,
when Elnathan stretched his long body to its utmest eleva-
tion, placing his hand on the small of his back, as if for sup-
port, and looked about him to discover what effect this dis-
play of his professional skill was likely to produce on the
spectators.

“ Upon my wort, tootor,” observed Major Hartmann, with
a roguish roll of his little black eyes, but with eyery other
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feature of his face 1n a state of perfect rest, *“ put you have
a very pretty pocket-pook of tools tere, ana your toctor-stuff
glitters, as if it was petter for ter eyes as for ter pelly.”

Elnathan gave a somewhat equivocal hem, before he re-
plied—one that might have been equally taken for that kind
of noise which cowards are said to make, in order to awaken
their dormant courage, or for a natural effort to clear the
throat; if for the latter, it was successful; for, turning bis
face to the veteran German, he said—

‘“Very true, Major Hartmann, very true, sir; a prudent
man will always strive to make his remedies agreeable to
the eyes, though they may not altogether suit the stomach.
1t is no small part of our art, sir,” and he now spake with
the confidence of a man who uunderstood his subject, * to
reconcile the patient to what is for his own goed, though, at
the same time, it may be unpalatablo.”

“Sartain! Doctor Todd is right,” said Remarkable, ‘ and
has Scripter for what he says. The bible tells us how
things mought be sweet to the mouth, and bittér to the in-
wards,”

‘“ True, true,” interrupted the Judge, a little impatiently ;
“but here is a youth who needs no deception to lure him to
his own benefit. I see, by his eye, that he fears nothing
more than delay.”

The stranger had, without assistance, bared his own shoul-
der, when the slight perforation, produced by the passage of
the buck-shot, was plainly visible. The intense cold of the
evening had stopped the bleeding, and Dr. Todd, casting a
furtive glance at the wound, thought it by no means so for-
midable an affair as he had anticipated. Thus encouraged,
he approached his patient, and made some indications of
an intention to trace the route that had been taken by the
lead.

Remarkable often found occasions, in after days, to re-
count the minutiz of that celebrated operation: and when
she arrived at this point, she commonly proceeded as follows :
~—¢¢ And then the doctor tuck out of the pocket-hook a long
thing, like a knitting needle, with a button fastened to the
end on’t; and then he pushed it into the wound; and then
the young man looked awful; and then I thought I shoula
have swaned away, I'felt in sitch a disp’ut taking ; and then
the doctor had run it right through his shoulder, and shoved
the bullet out on t'other side ; and so Doctor Todd cured the
young man—of a ball that the Judge had shot into him, for
all the world, as easy as I could pick out a splinter, with my
darning needle.”
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Such were the impressions of Remarkable on the subject
and sach, doubtless, were the opinions of most of those whe
felt it necessary to entertain a species of religious veneration
for the abilities and skill of Elnathan; but such was fat
frow the truth, .

When the physician attempted to introduce the instru-
ment described by Remarkable, he was repulsed by the
stranger, with a good deal of decision, and some little cone
tempt, in his manner.

I believe, sir,” he said, “that a probe is not necessary;
the shot has missed the bone, and has passed directly
through the arin to the opposite side, where it remains but
skin-deep, and whence, I should think, it might be easily
extraoted.”

¢ The gentleman knows best,” said Dr, Todd, laying down
the probe, with the air of a man who had assumed it merely
in compliance with forms; and tarning to Richard, he fin-
gered the lint, with the appearance of great care and fore-
sight. ‘ Admirably well scraped, squire Jones! it is about
the best lint I have ever secen. I want your assistance, my
good sir, to hold the patient’s arm, while I make an incision
for the ball, *Now, I rather guess, there is not another gen-
tleman present who could scrape the lint so well as squire
Jones.”

*“ Such things run in families,” observed Richard, rising
with alacrity to render the desired assistance. ‘ My father,
and my grandfather before him, werc both celebrated for
their knowledge of surgery ; they were not like Marmaduk
here, puffed up with an accidental thing, such as the time
when you drew in the hip-joint of the man who was thrown
from bis horse: that was the fall before you came into the
settlement, doctor ; but they were men who were taught tho
thing regularly, spending half their lives in learning those
little niceties ; though, for the matter of that, my grandfather
was a college-bred physician, and the best in the colony,
too; thatis, in his neighbourhood.”

“ So it goes with the world, squire,” cried Benjamin, ‘¢ if-
so-be that a man wants to walk the quarter-deck with cre-
dit, d’ye see, and with regular built swabs on his shoulders,
he mus’nt think to do it, by getting in at the cabin-windows.
There are two ways to get into a top, besides the lubber-
holes. The true way to walk aft, is to begin forrard ; tho’f
it be only in an humble way, like mysclf, d’ye see, which
was, from being only a hander of top-gallant-sails, and a
:to:er,of the flying-gib, to keeping the key of the captain’s

ocker,”
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{ Benjamin speaks quite to the purpose,” ocontinued
Richard, with a benevolent smile, directed to the doctor.
“ Y dare say that he has often seen shot extracted, in the
different ships in which he has served ; suppose we get him
to hold the basin ; he must be used to the sight of blood.”

¢ That he is, s?nire, that he is,” interrupted the ci-devant
steward : “many’s the good shot, round, double-headed, and
grape, that I've seén the doctors at work on, For the mat.
ter of that, I was in a boat, alongside the ship, when they
cat out the twelve-pound shot from the thigh of the captain
of the Foody-rong, one of Mounsheer Ler Quaw’s country-

aen, there !”

¢ A twelve-pound ball from the thigh of a human being !”

sclaimed Mr. Grant, with great simplicity, dropping the
scrmon he was again reading, and raising his spectacles,
from before his eyes, to the top of his forehead.

"¢ A twelve-pounder!” echoed Benjamin, staring around
him with much confidence; “a twelve.pounder! ay! a
twenty-four pound shot can easily be taken from a man's
body, if-so-be a doctur only knows how. There's Squire
Jones, now, ask him, sir; he reads all the books: ask him,
if he never fell in with a page that keeps the reckoning of
such things.”

 Certainly, more important operations than that have
been performed,” observed Richard; ¢ the Encyclopaedia
mentions much more incredible circumstances than that, as,
I dare say, you know, Doctor Todd.”

“Certainly, there are incredible tales told of such mat-
ters,” returned Elnathan, ¢ though I cannot say that I have
cver scen, myself, any thing larger than a musket-bullet ex-
tracted.”

During this discourse, an incision had been made through
the skin of the young hunter’s shoulder, and the lead was
1aid bare. Elnathan now took into his hand, with a solemn
air, a pair of glittering forceps, and was in the act of apply-
-ug them to the wound, when a sudden motion of the patient
raused the shot to fall outof itself. The long arm and bread
hand of the operator were now of singular service; for the
latter expanded itself, and caught the lead, while at the
same time, an extremely ambiguous motion was made, by
its brother, so as to leave it doubtful to the speotator how
great was its agency in releasing the shot. Richard, how-
ever, put the matter at rest, by exclaiming—

¢ Very neatly done, Doctor! I have never seen a shot
more neatly extracted ; and, 1 dare say, Benjamin will say
*4e same.” |
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‘Why, considering,” returned Benjamin, ‘I must say,
tart it was ship-shape and Brister-fashion. Now, all that
tve Doctor has to de is to clap a couple of plugs in the shot
holes, and the lad will float in any gale that blows in these
here hills.”

“1 thank you, sir, for what you have done,” said the youth,
with a little distance: ¢ But here is a man who will take me
under his care, and spare you all, gentlemen, any further
trouble on my account.”

The whole group turned their heads in surprise, and be-
held, standing at one of the distant doors of the hall, the
person of Indian John.

CHAPTER VIL

From Susquehanna’s utmost springs,
‘Where savage tribes pursue tEeir game,
His blanket tied with ycllow strings,
The shepherd of the forest came.
FRENEAU,

Bsrors the Europeans, or, to use a more significant term,
the Christians, dispossessed the original owners of the soil,
all that section of country which contains the New England
States, and those of the Middle, which lie east of the moun-
tains, was occupied by two great nations of Indians, from
whom numberless tribes had descended. But, as the ori-
ginal distinctions between these nations were marked by a
difference in language, as well as by repeated and bloody
wars, they never were known to amalgamate, until after the

_power and inroads of the whites had reduced some of the
tribes to a state of dependence, that rendered not only their
political, but, considering the wants and habits of & savage,
their animal existence also, extremely precarious.

These two great divisions consisted, on the one side, of the
Five, or, as they were afterwards called, the Six Nations,
and their allies ; and, on the other, of the Lenui Lenape, or
Delawares, with the numerous and powerful tribes that
owned that nation as their Grandfather. The former were
generally called, by the Anglo-Americans, Iroquois, or the
Six Nations, and sometimes Mingoes, Their appellation,
among their rivals, seems gencrally to have been the Mengwe,
or Maqua. They <onsisted of the tribes, or, as their allies
<ore fond of 2, 1%, In order to raise their consequence,
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of the several nations of the Mohawks, the Oneidas, the
Onondagas, Cayugas, and Senecas ; who ranked, in the aon.
federation, in the order with which they are named. Tne
Tuscaroras were admitted to this union, near a century after
‘t3 formation, and thus completed the number to six,

Of the Lenni Lenape, or, as they were called by the
whites, from the circumstance of their holding their great
eouncil-fire on the banks of that river, the Delaware nation,
the principal tribes, besides that which bore the generic
name, were the Mabicanni, Mohicans or Mohegans, and
she Nanticokes, or Nantigoes. Of these, the latter held the
eountry along the waters of the Chesapeake and the sea-
~hore ; while the Mohegans occupied the district between
“11e Hudson and the ocean, including most of New England.
Of course, these two tribes were the first who were dispos-

3sed of their lands by Europeans.

The wars of a portion of the latter are celebrated among
w8, as the wars of King Philip; but the peaceful policy of
‘William Penn, or Miquon, as he was termed by the natives,
Aected its object with less difficalty, though not with less
certainty. As the natives gradually disappeared from the
country of the Mohegans, some scattering families sought a
refuge around the council-fire of the mother tribe, or the
Delawares.

This people had been induced to suffer themselves to »e
oalled women, by their old enemies, the Mingoes, or I.o-~
quois, after the latter, having in vain tried the effects of
hostility, had recourse to artifice, in order to circumvent
their rivals. According to this declaration, the Delawares
were to cultivate the arts of peace, and to entrust their de-
fence entirely to the men, or warlike tribes of the Six nations.

This state of things continued until the war of the revo-
lation, when the Lenni Lenape formally asserted their in-
dependence, and fearlessly declared that they were again
men. But, in a government so peculiarly republican as the
Indian polity, it was not, at all times, an easy.task to res-
train their members within the rales of their nation. Beve-
ral fierce and renowned warriors of the Mohegans, finding
the conflict with the whites fo be in vain, sought a refuge
with their Grandfather, and broughbt with them the feelings
and principles that had so long distinguished them in their
own tribe. These chieftains kept alive, in some measure, the
martial spirit of the Delawares ; and would, at times, lead
small parties agaiunst their ancient enemies, or such other
foes as incurred their resentment

Among these warriors was one race particularly famogg

[y ——
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fot their piowess, and for those qualities that renaer an 1a-
dian hero celebrated. But time, disease, and want, had
conspired to thin their number ; and the sole representative
of this once renowned family now stood in the hall of Mar-
maduke Temple. He had, for a long time, been an associate
of the white men, particularly in their wars ; and, baving been,
at a season, when his services were of importance, much
noticed and flattered, he had turned Christian, and was
baptized by the name of John. He bad suffered severely in
his family during the recent war, having had every soul to
whom he was allied cut off by an inroad of the enemy ; and
when the last lingering remnant of his nation extinguished
their fires, among the hills of the Delaware, he alone had
remained, with a determination of laying his bones in the*
country where his fathers had so long lived and governec.

It was only, however, within a few months, that he haa
appeared among the mountains that surrounded Templeton,
To the hut of the old hunter he seemed peculiarly welcome ;
and, as the habits of the * Leather-Stocking” were so nearly
assimilated to those of the savages, the conjunction of their
interests excited no surprise, They resided in the same
oabin, ate of the same food, and were chiefly ocoupied in the
same pursuits.

We have already mentioned the baptismal name of this
ancient chief ; but in his oonversation with Natty, held ih
the language of the Delawares, he was heard uniformly to
call bimsclf Chingachgook, which, interpreted, means the
* Great Snake.”” This was a name he had attained in his
youth, by his skill and prowess in the art of war; buat when
his brows began to wrinkle with time, and he stood alone,
the last of his family and his particular tribe, the few Dela~
wares, who yet continued about the head-waters of their
river, gave him the expressive appellation of Mohegan.
Perhaps there was something of deep feeling excited in the
bosom of this inhabitant of the forest by the sound of a name
that recalled the idea of his nation in rains, for he seldom
used it himself—never indeed, excepting on the most seldom
occasions ; but the settlers had united, according to thw
Christian custom, his baptismal with his national name, and
to them he was generally known as John Mohegan, or, more
familiarly, as Indian Jobn. :

From kis long association with the white men, the habits
of Mohegan were a mixture of the civilized and savage states,
though there was certainly a strong prependeranee in favour
of the latter. In common with all ».i people, who dwelt
within the influence of the Anglo-Americans, ss had ao-
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quired new wants, and his dress was a mixture of his native
fashions with European manufactures, Notwithstanding
the intense cold of the atmosphere without, his head was
uncovered ; but a profusior of long, black, coarse hair con-
cealed his forehead, his crown, and even hung aboat his
cheeks, so as to convey the idea, to one who knew his pre-
sent and former conditions, that he encouraged its abun-
dance, as a willing veil, to hide the shame of a noble soul,
mourning for a glory that it had once known, His forehead,
when it could be seen, appeared lofty, broad, and noble.
His nose was high, and of the kind called Roman, with nos-
trils that expanded, in his seventieth year, with the air of
freedom that had distinguished them when a youth. " His
mouth was large, but compressed, and possessing a great
share of expression and character, and, when opened, dis-
covered a perfect set of short, strong, and regular teeth,
His chin was full, though not prominent; and his face bore
the infallible mark of his people, in its square, high cheek-
bones. The eyes were not large, but their black orbs glit-
tered in the rays of the candles, as he gazed intently down
the hall, like two balls of fire.

The instant that Mohegan observed himself to be noticed
by the group around the young stranger, he dropped the
blanket, which covered the upper part of his frame, from his
shoulders, suffering it to fall over his leggins, of untanned
deer-skin, where it,was retained by a belt of bark, that con-
fined it to his waist, and moved forward. .

As he walked slowly down the long hall, the unusuvally
dignified and deliberate tread of the Indian surprised the
spectators, His shoulders, and body to his waist, were en-
tirely bare, with the exception of a silver medallion of Wash-
ington, that was suspended from his neck by a theng o
buck-skin, and rested on his high chest, amidst the sca
and many wounds. His shoulders were rather broad and
full ; but the arms, though straight and graceful, wanted the
muscular appearance that labour alone can give to a race of
men. The medallion was the only ornament he wore,
although enormous slits in the rim of either ear, which suf-
fered the cartilages tofall for two inches below the members,
were evidently used for the purposes of decoration, in other
days. In his hand he held a small basket, of the ash-wood
slips, coloured in divers fantastical conceits, with red and
black paints mingled with the white of the wood.

.t As this child of the forest approached them, the whole
1y stood aside, and allowed him to confront the evident
$ of bis visit. He did not speak, however, bt stood,
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fixing his glowing eyes on the shoulder of the young hunter,
and then turning them intently on the countenance of the
Judge. The latter was a good deal astonished at this un-
usual departure from the ordinarily subdued and quiet man-

r of the Indian ; but, soon recovering himself, he extended
his hand, and said—

““Thou art welcome, John. This youth entertains a high
opinion of thy skill, it seems, for he prefers thee to dress
his wound even to our good friend Dr. Todd.” .

Mohegan now spoke, in tolerable English, but in a low,
monotonous, guttural tone :— )

“The children of Miquon do not love the sight of blood,
and yet, the young eagle has been struck by the hand that
should do no evil !”

“ Mohegan ! old John!” exclaimed the Judge, in horror,
and tarning his fine, manly, open countenance to the other:
“ thinkest thou that my hand has ever drawn human blood
willingly? For shame! for shame, old John! thy religion
should have taught thee better.”

“The evil spirit sometimes lives in the best heart,” re.
turned John, impressively, as he tried to study the counten-
ance of the Judge ; *“ but my brother speaks the truth ; his
hand has never taken life, when awake ; no ! not even when
the children of the great English Father were making the
waters red with the blood of his people.”

¢« Surely, John,” said Mr, Grant, with much earnestness,
¢ you remember the divine command of our Saviour, ¢ judge
not, lest ye be judged.” What motive could Judge Temple
have for injuring a youth like this; one to whom he is un-
known, and from whom he can receive neither injury nor
favour!”

John listened respectfully to the divine, and when he had
conecluded, the Indian stretched out his arms, and said with
energy— :

¢ He is innocent—my brother has not done this wrong.” '

Marmaduke received the offered hand of the other with a
benevolent smile, that showed, however he might be aston-
ished at his saspicion, he had ceased to resent it ; while the
wounded youth stood, gazing from his red friend to his host,
with an expression of scornful pity powerfully delineated in
his countenance. No sooner was this act of pacification
exchanged, than Jobn proceeded to discharge the duty, to
perform which he had come. Dr. Todd was far from mani-
festing any displeasure at this invasion of his rights, but
made way for the now leech, with an air that expressed a
willingness to gratify the humours of his patient. now that

[+]
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the all-important part of the business was go suopessfally
performed, and nothing remained to be done, but what any
child might effect. Indeed, he whispercd as much to Mon-
gieur Le Quoi, when he said—

¢« 1t was fortunate that the ball was extracted befare this
Indian came in; but any old woman can dress the wound
now. The young man, I hear, lives with John and Nat
Bumppo, and it’s always best to humour a patient, when it
can be done discreetly—1I say, discreetly, Monsi¢ur.”

. #Certainement,” returned the Frenchman; ‘ you seem
ver happy, Mr. Todd, jn your practeece. I should tink de
.e|dqu.¥, lady might ver well finish, vat you so skeelfully

in

But Richard had, at the bottom, a great deal of venera-
tion for the knowledge of Mohegan, especially in external
wounds ; and, retaining all hjs desire for a participation in
glory, he advanced nigh to the Indian, and said—

 Sago, sago, Mohegan! sago, my gaod fellow! | am
right glad you have come; give me a regular physician, like
Dt. Todd, to cut into flesh, and a native to heal the wound.
Do you remember, John, the time when I and you set the
bone of Natty Bumppo’s little finger, after he broke jt by
falling from the rock, when he was trying to get the part--
ridge down, that fell on the clifis? I never could tell yet,
whether it was I or Natty, who killed that bird; be tired
first, and the bird stopped, but then it was rising again, jgst
as I pulled trigger. Ishould have claimed it, for a certainty,
but Natty said the hole was too big for shot, and he fired a
single ball from his rifle; but the piege I carried then didn't
scatter, and I have known it to bore a hole through a board,
when I've been shooting at the mark, very much like rifle-
bullets. Shall I help you, John? You know that I have a
knack at these things.”

Mohegan heard this disquisition quite patiently, and when
Richard concluded, he held out the basket, which contained
his specifics, indicating, by a gesture, that he might hold it.
Mr. Jones was quite satisfied with this commission; and,
ever after, in speaking of the event, was used to say, that
“ Doctor Todd and I cut out the bullet, and I and Indian
John dressed the wound.”

The patient was much more deserving of that epithet,
while under the hands of Mohegan, than while suffering
* under the practioe of the true physician. Indeed, the In-

dian gave him but little opportunity for the exercise of a
forbearing temper, as he had come prepared for the occa-
sion. His dressings were soon applied, and consisted only



of some pounded bark, moistened with a flaid that ke had
expressed from some of the aimgles of the woods.

Among the pative tribes of the forest, there were always
two kinds of leeches to be met with. The one placed its
whole dependence on the exercise of a supernatural power,
and was held in greater veneration than their practice could
at all justify ; but the other was really endowed with great
skill, in the ordinary complaints. of the human body, and
was more particularly, as Natty had intimated,  curious in
cuts and bruises.”

‘While Jobn and Richard were placing the dressings on
the wound, Elnathan was acutely eyeing the contents of
Mohegan’s basket, which Mr. Jones, in his physical ardour,
had transferred to the Doctor, in order to hold, himself, one
end of the bandages. Here he was soon enabled to detect
sundry fragments of wood and bark, of which he, quite
coolly, took possession, very possibly without any intention
of speaking at all upon the subject; but when he beheld
the full, blue eye of Marmaduke watching his movements,
he whispered to the Judge—

« It is not to be denied, Judge Temple, but what the sa-
vages are knowing, in small matters of physic. They hand
these things down in their traditions. Now in cancers and
hydrophoby, they are quite ingenious. I will just take this
bark home, and analyze it ; for though itcan’t be worth six-
pence to the young man’s shoulder, it may be good for the
toothach, or rheumatis, or some of them complaints, A
man should never be above larning, even if it be from an
Indian.”

It was fortunate for Dr. Todd that his principles were so
liberal, as, coupled with his practice, they were the means
by which he acquired all his knowledge, and by which he
was gradually qualifying himself for the duties of his profes-
sion. The process to which he subjecied the specific dif-
fered, however, greatly from the ordinury rules of chymis-
try; for, instead of separating, he afterwards united the
component parts of Mohegan’s remedy, and thus was able to
discover the tree whence the Indian bad taken it.

Some ten years after this event, when civilization and its
refinements had crept, or rather rushed, into the settlements
among these wild hills, an affair of honour occurred, and
Elnathan was secn to apply a salve to the wound that was
received by one of the parties, which had the flavour that
was peculiar to the tree, or root, that Mohegan had used.
Ten yeurs later still, when England and the United States
were again engaged in war, and tho hordes of the western
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arts of the state of Ncw.York were rashing to the ficld
giluathan, presuming on the reputation obtained by these
two operations, followed in the rear of a brigade of militia,
as its surgeon !

When Mohegan had applied the bark, he freely relin-
quished to Richard the needle and thread, that were used in
sewing the bandages, for these were implements of which
the native but little understood the use ; and, stepping back,
with decent gravity, awaited the completion of the business
by the other.

“Reach me the scissors,” said Mr. Jones, when he had
finished, afd finished for the second time, after tying the
linen in every shape and form that it could be placed;
“yreach me the scissors, for here is a thread that must be
cut off, or it might get under the dressings, and inflame the
wound. See, John, I have put the lint I scraped, between
two layers of the linen ; for though the bark is certainly best
for the flesh, yet the lint will serve to keep the cold air from
the wound. If any lint will do it good, it is this lint; for I
scraped it myself, and T will not turn my back, at scraping
fint, to any man on the Patent. But I ought to know how,
if any body ought, for my grandfather was a doctor, and iy
father had a natural turn that way.”

+ Here, Squire, is the scissors,” said Remarkable, produc
ing from beneath her petticoat of green moreen, a pair of
dull-looking shears ; * well, upon my say so, you have sewed
on the rags as well as a woman,”

“As well as a woman,” echoed Richard, with indigna-
tion ; * what do women know of such matters? and you are
proof of the truth of what I say. Who ever saw such a pair
of shears used about a wound? Dr. Todd, I will thank you
for the scissors from the case. Now, young man, I think
you'll do. The shot has been very neatly taken out, al-
though, perhaps, seeing I had a hand in it, I ought not to
say so; and the wound is most admirably dressed. You
will soon be well again; though the jerk you gave my
leaders must have a tendency to inflame the shoulder, yet
you will do, you will do. You were rather flurried, I sup-
pose, and not used to horses ; but I forgive the acciden’ .for
the motive: no doubt, vou had the best of motives;—yes,
ycs, now you will do.”

‘ Then, gentlemen,” said the wounded stranger, rising,
and resuming his clothes, *¢ it will be unnecessary for me to
trespass longer on-your time and paticnce. There remains
bat one thing more to be scttled, and that is, our respective
rights to the Ceer, Judge Temple ”
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“1 acknowledge it to be thine,” said Marmaduke ; “ and
much more deeply am I indebted to thee, than for this piecs
of venison. But in the morning thou wilt call here, and we
can adjust this, as well as more important matters, Eliza-
beth,”—for the young lady, being apprised that the wound
was dressed, had re-entered the hall,—* thou wilt order a
repast for this youth before we proceed to the church g
and Aggy will bave a sleigh prepared, to convey him to his
friend.” ‘

“ Bat, sir, I cannot go without a part of the deer,” re-
turned the youth, seemingly struggling with his own feel.
ings; “I have already told you that 1 needed the venison
for myself.” ) .

“QOh! we will not be particular,” exclaimed Richard:
¢ the Judge will pay you in the morning, for the whole deer;
and, Remarkable; give the lad all the animal exeepting the
saddle ; s0, on the whole, I think, you may consider your-
self as a very lucky young man —you bhave been shot, with.
out being disabled; have had the wound dressed in the best
jpossible manhner, here in the woods, as well as it would have
been done in the Philadelphia hospital, if not better; have
sold your deer at a high price, and yet can keep most of the
carcass, with the skin in the bargain. ’Marky, tell Tom to
give him the skin too; and in the morning, bring the skin
to me; and I will give you half-a-dollar for it, or at least,
three-and-sixpence. I want just such a skin to cover the
pilliont that I am making for cousin Bess,”

*I thank you, sit, for your liberality, and, I trust; am also
thankful for my escape,” returned the stranger; ‘“ but you
reserve the very part of the animal that I wished formy own
use. I mu,t have the saddle myself.,’

¢ Must ! echoed Richard; ‘must is harder to be swal-
lowed than the horns of the buck.”

¢ Yes, must,” repeated the youth; when, turning bis
head proudly around him, a3 if to see who would dare to
controvert his rights, he met the astonished gaze of Eliza
beth, and proceeded more mildly—* that is, if a mani
allowed the possession of that which his own hand hatj
killed, and the law will protect him in the enjoyment of hi
own.”

“ The law will do so,” said Judge Temple, with an aird
mortification, mingled with surprise. * Benjamin, see thal
the whole deer is placed in the sleigh ; and have this youtd
conveyed to the hut of Leather-stocking. But young man
thou hast a name, and I shall see thee again, in order to comm
ponsate thee for the wrong I have done thee?”

- - c-
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“T am called Bdwards,” returned the hunter, ¢ Oliva
‘Edwards. I am easily to be seen, sir, for I live nigh by,
and am not afraid to show my face, having never injured
any man.”

*Jtis we who have injured you, sir,” said Eligabeth;
¢ and the knowledge that you decline our assistance would
give my father great pain. He would gladly see you in the
morning.”

The young hunter gazed at the fair speaker, until his
earnest look brought the blood to her very temples; when,
recollecting himself, he bent his head, dropping his eye to
the carpet, and replied—

“In the morning, then, will I return, and see Judge
Temple ; and I will accept his offer of the sleigh, in token of
our amity.”

“ Amity !”” repeated Marmaduke; “there was no malice
in the act that injured thee, young man; there should be
none in the feelings which it may engender.” -

“ Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres-
pass against us,” observed Mr. Grant, “is the language of
prayer, used by our Divine Master himself, and it should be
the golden rule of us, Lis humble followers,”

The stranger stood a moment, lost in thought, and then
glancing his dark eyes, rather wildly, around the hall, he
bowed low to the divine, and moved from the apartment,
with an air that would not admit ot detention,

“’Tis strapge that one so young should harbour such feel-
ings of resentment,”” said Marmaduke, when the door closed
behind tbe stranger ; * but while the pain is recent, and the
sense of the injury is so fresh he must feel more strongly
than in his cooler moments. [ doubt not, we shall see him
in the morning more tractable.”

Elizabeth, to whom this speech was addressed, did not
reply, but moved slowly up the hall, by herself, fixing her
eyes on the little figure of the English ingrained carpet, that
covered the floor ; while, on the other hand, Richard gave
aloud crack with his whip, as the stranger disappeared,
and cried—

“Well, ’duke, you are your own master, but I would
have tried law for the saddlc, before I would have given it to
the fellow, Do you not own the mountains, as well as the
valleys? are not the woods your own? what right has this
chap, or the Leather-stocking to shoot in your woods, with-
out your permission : now I have known a farmer, in Penu~
sylvania, order a sportsman off bis farm with as little
ceremony as I would order Benjamin, to put a log in the

P
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stove. By the by, Benjamin, see how the thermometer
stands. Now if a man has a right to do this on a farm
of a hundred acres, what power must a landlord have, who
owns sixty thousand—ay! for the matter of that, including
the late purchases, a hundred thousand? There is Mohegan,
to be sure, he may have some right, being a native; but
it’s little the poor fellow can do now with his rifle. Howis
this managed in France, Monsieur Le Quoi? do you let
every body run over your land, in that country, helter-skelter,
as they do here, shooting the game, so that a gentleman has
but little or no chance with his gun #”

“Bah! diable, no, Meester Deeck;” replied the French-
m 3 “we give, in France, no liberty, except to de

“Yes, yes, to the women, I know,” said Richard; * that
s your Salic law. I read, sir, all kinds of books; of France,
as well as England; of Greece, as well as Rome. But
if I were in 'duke’s place, I would stick up advertisements
to-morrow morning, forbidding all persons to shoot, or tres-
pass, in any manner, on my woods. I could write such an
advertisement myself, in an hour, as would put a stop to the
thing at once.”

“iichud," said Major Hartmann, very coolly, knocking
the ashes from his pipe into the spitting-box by his side,
“now listen; I have livet seventy-five years on ter Mohawk,
and in ter woots.—You hat petter mettle as mit ter deyvel,
as mit ter hunters. Tey live mit ter gun, and a rifle is
petter as ter law.”

“A'nt Marmaduke a Judge ?” said Richard, indignantly,

“ Where is the use of being a Judge, or having a Judge,
if there isno law? Damn the fellow! I have a great mind
to sue him in the morning myself, before Squire Dolittle,
for meddling with my leaders. I am not afraid of his
rifle—I can shoot too. I have hit a dollar, many a time,
at ﬁ!‘t{l rods.”
“Thou hast missed more dollars than ever thou hast hit,
Dickon,” exclaimed the cheerful voice of the Judge again.
—*But we will now take our evening’s repast, which, 1 per-
ceive by Remarkable’s physiognomy, is in the next room.
Monsieur Le Quoi, Miss Temple has a fair band at your ser-
vice. Will you lead the way, my child ?”

“Ah! ma chere Mam’selle, but too ha %y to do so,”
said the polite Frenchman, while he offered his hand; “it
is de consolashong in my baneeshi to meet a smile from de,
fair ladi.”

Mr. Grant and Mohegan continued in the hall, while the
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. remainder of the party withdrew to an eating parlour, if we
except Benjamin, who civilly remained to close the rear
after the divine, and to open the front door for the exit of
the Indian.

¢ John,” said the divine, when the figure of Judge Temple
disappeared, the last of the group, “ to-morrow is the festival
of the nativity of our blessed Redeemer, when the church
has appointed prayers and thanksgivings to be offered up by
her children, and when all are invited to partake of the mys-
tical elements, Asyouhave taken up the cross, and become
a follower of good, and an eschewer of evil, John, I trust I
shall see you before the altar, with a contrite heart and a
eek spirit,” :

“ John will come,” said the Indian, betraying no sdrs
prise ; though he did not understand all the terms used by
the other.

“ Yes,” continued Mr, Grant, laying his hand gently on
the tawny shoulder of the aged chief, ¢ but it is not envugh
to be there in the body only ; you must come in the spirii
and in truth, The Redeemer died for all, for the poor In-
dian, as well as for the white man. Heaven knows no dif-
ference in colour; nor must earth witness a separatio of
the church. It is good and profitable, John, to freshen the
understanding, and support the wavering, by thé observancé
of out holy festivals; but all form is but atench in the nos-
trils of the Holy One, unless it be accompanied by a devout
snd humble spirit.”

The Indian stepped back a little, and, raising lis body to
413 utmost powers of erection, he stretched his right arm on
high, and dropped his fore-finger downward, as if pointing
from the heavens, and striking his other hand on his naked
breast, he said, with encrgy— .

““ The eye of the Great Spirit can see from the clouds;—
the bosom of Mehegan is bare !”

“It is well, John, and I hope you will receive prafit and
consolation from the performance of this duty. The Great
Spirit overlooks none of his children; and the man of the
v00ds is as much an objcct of his care as he who dwells in
a pal'ace. I wish you a good night, and pray God to bleas

u 2,

. The Indian bent his head, and they separated—the ome t¢
scck his hut, and the other to join the party at the stipper-
table. While Benjamin was opeding the Ioor for the pas-
sa;g&of the chief, he cried, in a tone that was meant tb be
quite consoling— .
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“The parson says the word that is true, [John. If-so-be
that they took count of the colour of & skin in heaven, why,
they might refuse to muster on their books a Christian-born,
like myself, just for.the matter of a litile tan. from cruising
in warm Jatitudes; though, for the matter of that, this
damned nor-wester is enough to whiten the skin of a blacka.
moor. Let the reefs out of your blanket, man, or your red
?ido will hardly weather the night, without a touch frcm 1.6
rest,”

CHAPTER VIIL :

For here the exile met from onz'olim.
And spoke, in friendship, every distant tongue
Campbell,

‘We have made our readers acquainted with some variety in
character and nations, in introducing the most important
personages of this legend, to their notice: but, in order to
establish the fidelity of our narrative, we will briefly attempt
to explain the “ why and wherefore” of so motley a dramatis
personz.

Europe was, at the period of our tale, in the commence-
ment of that mighty commotion which afterwards shook her
political institutions to their centre. Louis the Sixteenth
had been beheaded, and a nation, once esteemed the most
refined among the civilized people of the world, was chang-
ing her character, and substituting cruelty for mercy, and
subtlety and ferocity for magnanimity and courage. Thou-
sands of Frenchmen were compelled to seek protection in
distant lands. Among thecrowds who fled from France and
her islands, to the United States of America, was the gentlo-
man whom we have already mentioned as Monsieur Le
Quoi. He bad been recommended to the favour of Judge
Temple, by the head of an eminent mercantile house in New
York, with whom Marmaduke was in habits of intimacy,
and accustomed to an exchange of good offices. At his first
interview with the Frenchman, our Judge had discovered
him to be a man of breeding, and one who had seen much
more prosperous days in his own country. From certain
hints that had escaped him, Monsicur Le Quoi was suspeot-
ed of having been a West India planter, great numbers of
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whom bad fled from 8t. Domingo and the other islands, and
were now living in the Union, in a state of comparati¥e
Eoverty, and some in absolute want. The latter was not,

owever, the lot of Monsieur Le Quoi. He had but little,
he acknowledged, but that little was enough to furnish, in
the language of the country, an assortment for a store.

The knowledge of Marmaduke was eminently practical,
and there was no part of a settler’s life with which he was
not familiar. Under his direction, Monsieur Le Quoi made
some purchases, consisting of a few clothes ; some groceries,
with a good deal of tea and tobacco ; a quantity of iron-ware,
among which was a large proportion of Barlow’s jack-
knives, potash-kettles, and spiders; a very formidable col-
lection of crockery, of the coarsest quality, and most uncouth
forms ; together with every other common article that the
art of man has devised for his wants, not forgetting the
Quxuries of looking-glasses and Jew’s-harps. With this col-
lection of valuables, Monsieur Le Quoi had stepped bebind
a counter, and, with a wonderful pliability of temperament,
had dropped into lis assumed character as gracefully as he
had ever moved in any other. The gentleness and suavity
of his manners rendered him extremely popular; besides
this, the women soon discovered tbat he had a taste. His
ealicoes were the finest, or, in other words, the most showy,
of any that were brought into the country; and it was im-
possible to look at the prices asked for his goods by  so
pretty-a-spoken man.” Through these conjoint means, the
affairs of Monsieur Le Quoi were again in a prosperous con-
_ dition, o::d he was looked up to by the settlers as the second
best ma¥ on the ¢ Patent.”

This thrm, Patent, which we have already used, and for
which we may have further occasion, meant the district of
eountry tmat had been originally granted to old Majot
Effingham, by the ¢ King’s letters patent,”” and which had
now become, by purchase under the act of confiscation, the
property of Marmaduke Temple, It was a term in common
use, throughout the new parts of the state, and was usually
annexed to the landlord’s name as *“ Temple's, or Efingbam’s
Patent.” ,

Major Hartmann was the descendant of a man, who, in
company with a number of his countrymen, bad migrated,
with their families, from the barks of the Rhine, to those
of the Mohawk. This transmigration had occurred as far
back as the reign of Queen Anne, and their descendants

were now living, in great peace and plenty, on the fertile
borders of that beautiful stream. plentys
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The Germans, or “ High Dutchers,” as they were called,
to distinguish them from the original, or Low Dutch, colo-
nists, were a very peculigr people. TRey possessed all the
gavity of the latter, without any of their phlegm, and, like

em, the ‘‘ High Dutchers” were industrious, hanest, and
economical.

Fritz, or Frederick Hartmann, was an epitome of all the
vices and virtues, foibles and excellencies, of his race. He
was passionate, though silent, obstinate, and a good deal
suspicious of strangers; of ..nmoveable courage, inflexible
honesty, and undeviating in his friendships. Indeed, there
was no change about him, unless it were from grave to gay.
He was serious by months, and jolly by weeEs. He had,
early in their acquaintance, formed an attachment for Mar-
maduke Temple, who was the only man that could not talk
High Dutch, that ever gained his entire confidence., Four
times in each year, at periods equidistant, he left his low
stone dwelling, on the banks of the Mohawk, and travelled
the thirty miles, tbrough the hills, to the door of the man-
sion-house in Templeton. Here he generally staid a week,
and was reputed to spend much of that time in riotous living,
countenanced by Mr. Richard Jones. But every one loved
bim, even to Remarkable Prettybones, to whom he oceasioned
some additional trouble; he was so frank, so sincere, and,
at’times, so mirthful. He was now in his regular Christmas
visit, and had not been in the village an hour, when Richard
summoned him to fill a seat in the sleigh, to meet the land.
lord and his daughter.

Before explaining the character and situation of Mr.
Grant, it will be necessary to recur to times far back in the
brief history of the settlement.

There seems to be a tendency in human nature to endea-
vour to provide for the wants of this world, before our at-
tention is tuyned to the business of the other. Religion was
a quality but little cultivated amid the stumps of Temple’s
Patent, for the first few years of its settlement ; but, as most
of its inhabitants were from the moral states of Connecticut -
and Massachusetts, when the wants of nature were satisfied,
they began seriously to turn their attention to the introduc~
tion of &oae customs and observances which had been the

rincipal care of their forefathers. There was certainly a

yeat variety of opinions on the subject of grace and freg-
will among the tenantry of Marmaduke ; and, when we take
jnto consideration the variety of the religious instruction
which they received, it can easily be seen that it could not
well be otherwise.,
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Soon after the village had been formally laid out into the
streets and blocks that resembled a city, a meeting of its
inhabitants had been convened, to take into consideration
the propriety of establishing an Academy! This wmeasnre
originated with Richard, who, in truth, was much disposed
to have the institution designated a University, or at least &
College. Meeting after meeting was held, for this purpose,
year after year. The resolutions of these assemblages ap-

red in the most conspicuous columns of a little, blue-
mking newspaper, that was already issued weekly from the
garret of a dwelling-house in the village, and which the tra-
veller might as often see stuck into the fissure of a stake
that had been erected, at the point where the footpath from
the log cabin of some settler entcred the highway, as a post-

office for an individual. Sometimes the stake supported a
small box, and a whole neighbourhood received a weekly
supply, for their literary wants, at this point, where the man
who *“ rides post *’ regularly deposited a bundle of the pre-
cious commodity. To these flourishing resolutions, which
briefly recounted the general utility of education, the politi-
cal and geographical rights of the village of Templeton to a
participation in the favours of the regents of the university,
and the salubrity of the air, and wholesomeness of the water,
together with the cheapness of food, and the superior state
of morals in the neighbourhood, were uniformly annexed, in
Jarge Roman capitals, the names of Marmaduke Temple, as
chairman, and Richard Jones, as secretary.

* Happily for the success of this undertaking, the regents
were not accustomed to resist these appeals to their gene-
rosity, whenever there was the prospect of a donation to
second the request. Eventually Judge Temple concluded to
bestow the necessary land, and to crect the required edifice
chiefly at his own expense. The skill of Mr., or, as he was
now called, from the circumstance of his having received the
commission of a justice of the peace, Squire Doolittle, was
again put in requisition, and the science of Mr, Jones was
once more resorted to.

‘We shall not recount the different devices of these archi-
tects on the occasion; nor would it be decorous so to do,
seeing that there was a convocation of the society of the an-
cient and honourable fraternity “ of the free and accepted
masons,” at the head of whom was Richard, in the capacity
of master, doubtless to approve or reject sueh of the plans
as, .in their wisdom, they deemed to be for the best. The
knotty point was, huwever, soon decided ; and, on the ap-
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pointed day, the brotherhood marched, in great state, dis-
playing sundry banners and mysterious symbols, each man
with a little mimic apron before him, from a most cunningly
contrived apartment in the garret of the ‘“ Bold Dragoon,”
an inn kept by one Captain Hollister, to the site of the in-
tended edifice. Here Richard laid the corner-stone, with
great state, amidst an assemblage of more than half the men,
and all the women within ten miles of Templeton.

In the course of the succeeding week, there was another
meeting of the people, not omitting swarms of the gentler
sex, when the abilities of Hiram, at the * square rule,”
were put to the test of experiment. The frame fitted well ;
and the skeleton of the fabric was reared without a single
accident, if we except a few falls from horses, while the
labourers were returning home in the dusk of the evening.
From this time, the work advanced with great rapidity,
and in the course of the season the labour was completed ;
the edifice standing, in all its beauty and proportions, the
boast of the village, the study of the young aspirants for
architectural fame, and the admiration of every settler on
the Patent.

It was a long, narrow house, of wood painted white, and
more than half windows ; and when the observer stood at the
western side of the building, the edifice offered but a small
obstacle to a full view of the rising sun. It was, in truth,
but a very comfortless, open place, through which the day-
light shone with prodigious facility. On its front were divers
ornaments in wood, derigncd by Richard, and execut-
ed by Hiram; but a window in the centre of the second
story immediately over the door or grand entrance,
and the “steeple,” were the pride of the building. The
former was, we ‘belicve, of composite order, for it in-
cluded in its composition a multitude of ornaments, and a
great variety in figure. -It consisted of an arched compart.
ment in the centre, with a square, and smaller division on
either side, the whole encased in heavy frames, deeply and
laboriously moulded in pine wood, and lighted with a vast
number of blurred and green-looking glass, of those dimen-
sions which are commonly called ‘¢ eight by ten.”” Blinds,
that were intended to be painted green, kept the window
in a state of preservation, and probably might have contri-
buted to the effect of the whole, had not the failure in the
public funds, which seems always to be incidental to any
undertaking of this kind, left them in the sombre coat of
lead colour with which they had been originally clothed
The * steeple” was a little cupola, reared on the verv cen-

il
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tre of the reof, on four &l pillars of pine, that- were flated
with a gouge, and {oaded with mouldings. On the tops of
the colamns was reared a dome, or cupola tesembling in
zhape an iaverted tea-eup without its bottom, from the cen-
tre of which projeeted u spite, of shaft of weod, transfixed
with two iron rods, that boré on their ends the letters N,
8. E. and W, in the same metal. The whole was sur-
mounted by an imitation of one of the finny tribe, carved in
weod, by the hands of Richard, and painted, what he called
‘a “scale colour.” This animal My, Jones affirmed to be an
admirable resemblance of a great favourite of 'the epicures
in that country, which bore the title of *lake fish;” and
doubtless the assertion was true; for although intended to
answer the purpoeses of a weathercock, the fish was observed
invariably to look with a longing eye, in the direction of the
beautiful sheet of water that lay imbedded in the mountains
of Templeton. )

. For a short time after the charter of the regents was re.
coived, the trustees of this institution employed a "graduate
of one of the eastern tolleges, to instruct ‘such youth as as-
pired to knowledge, within the walls of the edifice which we
have described. The upper part of the duilding was one
apartment and was intended for gala-days and exhibitions;
and the lower contaiwed two, that were intended for tlie
groat divisions of Education, viz. the Latin and the Eng-
lish scholar. The former were very numerous ; thougl, the
sounds of “ nominative, pennaa; genitive, ptnny, were
soon heard to fwsue from the windows of the room, to the
great delight and manifest edification of the passengers.

Only ene labourer in the temple of Mineiva, however,
was known to get se far as to attempt a translation of Virgilf
He, indeed, appeared at the annual exhibition, to the pro.
digious ‘exultation of all his relatives, a farmer’s family in
the vieinity, amd repeated the whole of the first eclogus
from memory, observing the intonations of the dialogue with
g:gmeht and effect. Thosounds as they prosecded from

ig, mouth, of

# Titty-ree too patty-lee ree-coo-bans sub-tig me-nee faa
Syl-ves-trem tem-00-i-mov-sam med-i ha?gs n-ve-ny.’p

'were the Yast that had been heard in ‘that building, as pro-
bably they were the first that had ever been, in that samé
Yanguage, there or any where else. For hy this ime
the trustees had @scoversd that they had anticipated
the age, and the imtructer, or principal, was superseded by

P - - . N
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a master (who went on (o {cach the more humble lcsson
of ; the haste, the worse apced,” in good plain, Ba-
Tish.

& From this time until the date of oyr incidents, the Aoa-
demy was a common country school ; and the great‘roowm of
the building was sometimcs uscd as a court-room, on ¢x-
traerdinary’trials ; sometimes for conferences of the religious
and the morally disposcd in the cvening; at others for a
bal, in the afternoon, ;ivcn under the auspiecs of Richard §
and en Sundays, "avariably, as a place of public worshin,
‘When an itincrant priest, of the persuasion of the Mctho-
dists, Baptists, Universalists, or of tho morc umecrous sect
of the Preshyterians, was accidentally in the neighbourhood,
he was ordinarily invited to officiate, and was commonly
rewardod for his servioes by a callcction in a hat, before the
ocongregation scparated. When mo such rcgular minister
effered, a kind of colloguial prayer or two was made by somo
of tho more gifted members, and a scrmon was usually read,
from Sternce, by Mr. Richard Jones.

The mn«‘ucm of this desultory kind of pricathoed was,
as wo have already intimatod, a great divensity in opinion
on the moroe abatruse points of our faith. REaeb sect had its
adhcrents, though neither was reglarly organiged and dis-
ciplined. Of the rcligious cducation of Marmaduke we have
already writton, nor was the doubtful charaeter of lijs faith
completcly removed by his marriage, The me*h +r of Eliza-
both was an Episcopalian, as, indced, was the wather ofthe
Judge himself; and the gaed tastc of Marmaduke revelts}
at tho familiar colloquies which the leaders of the conf..-
ences hold with the Deity, in their nightly meotings. In
form, hc was ccrtainly an Episcopalian, thaugh not a scctary
of that dcnomination. On the other hand, Richard was as
rigid in the observance of the canons of his church as be
was inflexiblc in his opinions. Indeed, he had onoe ortwice
essayed to introduco the Episeopal form of service, on the
Sundays that their pulpit was vacant: but Richard was a
good deal addicted to carrying all things to an exeess, and
then therc was something so papal in his air that the greater
rart of his hearers deserted him on the scoend Sabbath—cn
he third, his only auditor was Ben Pump! Before the war
of tho revelution, the English church was supported, in
their celonics, with much interist, by some of its adhercnts’
in the mother country, and a few of the congregations were
very amply endowed. Dut, for a scason. after the indepeon-
3enee of the statcs was cstablished, this scct of Christians
anguished, for the want of the higk est order >fits pricsihood
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Pious and suitable divines were as length selected, and sent
to the mother country, to receive that authority which, it is
understood, can only be transmitted directly from one to the
other, and thus obtain, in order to preserve, that unity in
their churches, which properly belonged to a people of the
~ame nation. But unexpected difficulties presented them-
selves, in the oaths with which the policy of England had
fettered their establishment; and much time was spent, be-
fore a conscientious sense of duty would permit the prelates
of Britain to delegate the authority which was so earnestly
sought. Time, patience, and zeal, however, removed every
impediment ; and the vénerable men, who had been set
apart by the American churches, at length returned to their
expecting dioceses,endowed with the most elevated functions
of their earthly church. Priests and deacons were ordained,
and missionaries provided, to keep alive the expiring flame
of devotion in such members as were deprived of the ordi-
nary ministrations by dwelling in new and unorganized
districts,

Of this numher was Mr. Grant. He had been sent into
the county of which Templeton was the capital, and had
been kindly invited by Marmaduke, and officiously pressed
by Richard, to take up his abode in the village itseif. A
small and humble dwelling wus prepared for his family, aad
the divine had made his appearance in the place but a few
days previously to the time of his introduction to the reader,
As his forms were entirely new to most of the inhabitants,
and a clergyman of another denmomination had previously
occupied thefield, by engaging the academy, tha first Sunday
after his arrival was suffered to pass in silence ; but pow
that his rival had passed on, like a meteor, filling the air
with the light of his wisdom, Richard was empowered to give
notice that ¢ Public worship, after the forms of the Protes-
tant Episcopal Church, would be held, on the night before
Christmas, in the long-room of the academy in Templeton,
by the Rev. Mr. Grant.”

This annunciation excited great commation among the
sectaries to whom it was made. Some wondered as to the
nature of the exhibition ; others sneered ; but a far greater
part, recollecting the essays of Richard in that way, and
mindfual of the liberality, or rather laxity, of Marmaduke’s
notions on the subject of sectarianism, thought it most pru-
dent to be silent.

The expected cvening was, however, the wonder of the
bour; nor was the curiosity at all.diminished, when Richard
and Benjamin,} on;the;"morning’ of the eventful day, were
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geen to issue from the woods in the meighbourhood of the
village, each bearing on his shoulders a large bunch of ever-
greens. This worthy pair was observed to enter the academy,
and carefully to fasten the door, after which their in
remained a profound secret to the rest of the wi 3 Mg:
Jones, before he commenced this mysterious business, having
informed the schoqlmaster,to the great delight of the whites
headed flock he governed, that there could be no schoal that
day. Marmaduke was ‘;‘]‘)aned of all these preparations, b
letter, and it was especially arranged that he and Elisabe
:gould arrive in season, to participate in the solemnitios of

e evening.

Aftex this digression we shall return to our narrative,

anp———

CHAPTER R.

Now all 2admire, in each bigh-fiavqur’d digh,
The capabilities of ﬂesh—figwlgﬂ:h;
In r due each guest assumes hie station—
'hrobs high his breast with fond anticipation,
prelibates the joys of mastication.
HELIOGABALIAD.

THE apartment to which Monsicur Le Quoi handed Elisa-
beth communicated with the ball, through the door that
led under the urn which was suppesed to contain the ashes
of Dide. The room was spacious, and of very just pro-
portions; but, in its ornaments and furniture, the same
diversity of taste, and imperfection of execution, were to
be observed, as existed in the hall, Of furniture, thers
were " a dozen green wooden arm-chairs, with cushions of

oreen, taken from the same piece as the petticoat of
aemarkable. The tables were spread, and their materials
and workmanship could not be seen; but they were heavy,
and of great size. There was an enormous glass, in a gilt
frame, hung agpinst the wall, end 8 cheerful fire, of the
hard or sugar-maple, burning on the hearth. The latter
was the first object that struck the attention of the Judge,
ﬁl:lm «an beholding it, exelaimed, rather 'angrily, to

“ How often have I forbidden the use of the sugar-maple
for fires, in my dwelling. The sight of that sap, as it exudes
with the heat from the ends of those logs, is painful to me,
Richard. Really, it behoves the owner of woods so exten-

ve a8 mine fo be cautious what example he sets to
zkpeopb. who are already felling the forests, as if no end

n3
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oould be found to their treasures, nor any limits to their ex.
lent. If we go on in this way, twenty years hence, we shall
want fael’ :

‘¢ Fuel on these hills, cousin ’duke!” exclaimed Richard
n derision—* fuel for our fires! why, you might as well
Lredict that the fish will die, for the want of water in the

ke, because I intend, when the frost gets out of the ground,
1o lead one or two of the springs, through logs, into the vil-
Jage. But you are always .a little wild on such subjects,
Marmaduke.”

¢ 1Is it wildness,” returned the Judge, earnestly, “ to con-
fern a practice which devotes these jewels of the forest,
these precious gifts of nature, these mines of comfort and
wealth, to the common uses of a fire-place? But I must,
wmnd will, the instant that the snow is off the earth, send out
» party into the mountains to explore for coal.”

“ Coal !” echoed Richard; “ who the devil do you think
»ill dig for coal, when, in hunting for a bushel, he would
Jave to rip up more roots of trees, than would keep him in
el for atwelvemonth? Poh ! poh ! Marmaduke, you should
Pave the management of these things to me, who have a

Rtural turn that way. It was I that ordered this fire, and a
oble one it is, to warm the blood in the veins of my pretty
ousin Bess.”

“ The motive, then, must be your apology, Dickon,” said
-he Judge.—** But, gentlemen, we are waiting, Elizabeth,
wy child, take the head of the table ; Richard, I see, means
w spare me the trouble of carving, by sitting opposite to you.”

¢ To be sure I do,” cried Richard ; * here is a turkey to
earve; and I flatter myself that I understand carving a
turkey, or, for that matter, a goose, as well as any man
nlive. Mr. Grant! where’s Mr. Grant? will you please to
say grace, sir P Every thing is getting cold. Take a thing
from the fire, this cold weather, and it will freeze in five
minutes. Mr. Grant! we want you to say grace. *For
what we are abotit to receive, the Lord make us thankful.
Come sit down, sit down. Do you eat wing or breast,

ousin Bess?’ .
But Elizabeth had not taken her seat, nor was she in
fdiness to receive either the wing or the breast. Her
ughing, dark eyes, were glancing at the arrangements of
1e table, and the quality and selection of the food. The
yes of her father soon met the wondering lovks » Ms
aughter, and he said, with a smile— :

¢ You perceive, my child, how much we are indebted to

warkable, for her skill in housewifery; she has indeed
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provided a noble repast; such as well might stop the arav~
ings of hunger.”

““ Law!” said Remarkable, “I'm glad if the Judge is
pleased ; but I’m notional that you’ll find the sa’ce overdono.
-1 thougbt, as Elizabeth was coming home, that a body could
do no less than make things agreeable.”

“ My daughter has now grown to woman'’s estate, and is
from this moment mistress of my house,” said the Judge,
sternly; “it is proper that all, who live with me, address her
as Miss Temple.”

¢. Do tell I” exclaimed Remarkable, a little aghast ; “ well,
who ever heerd of a young woman’s being called Missp
* If the Judge had a wife now, I shouldn’t thing -of calling
her any thing but Miss Temple ; but—"

* Having nothing but a daughter, you will observe that
:ltyie to her, if you please, in future,” interrupted Marma-

uke, .

As the Judge looked seriously displeased, and, at such
moments, carried a particularly commanding air with him,
the wary housekeeper made no reply; and, Mr, Grant en-
tering the room, the whole party were soon seated at tho
table. As the arrangements of this repast were much in
the prevailing taste of that period and country, we shall en-
deavour to give a short description of the appearance of tha
banquet,

The table-linen was of the most beautiful damask, and
the plates and dishes of real china, an article of great luxury
at this early period of American commerce. The knives and
forks were of exquisitely polished steel, and were setin un-
clouded ivory. So much, being furnished by the wealth of
Marmaduke, was not only comfortable, but even elegant,
The contents of the several dishes, and their positions, how-
ever, were the result of the sole judgment of Remarkable,
Before Elizabeth, was placed an enormous roasted turkey,
and before Richard, one boiled. In the centre of the table;
stood a pair of heavy silver castors, surrounded by four
dishes ; one a fricassee, that consisted of gray squirrels;
another of fish fried; a third of fish boiled; the last was a
venison steak. Between these dishes and the turkeys,
stood. on the one side, a prodigious chine of roasted bear’s
meat, and on the other a boiled leg of delicious mutton,
Interspersed among this load of meats, was every apecies of
vegetables that the season and country afforded. The four
corners were garnished with plates of cake. On one was
piled certain ouriogsly twisted and complicated figures,



ealled “ put-cakes.” On another were heaps of a blaeck.
looking substance, which, receiving its hue from molasses
was properly termed ¢ sweet-cake ;' a wonderful favourits
in the coterie of Remarkable. A third was filled, to use the
language of the housckeoper, with “ cards of gingerbread;”
and the last held a * plum-cake,” so called from the num-
ber of large raisins that were showing their black heads, in
a substance of a wonderfully similar oolour. At each eor-
ner of the table stood saucers, filled with a thick fluid, of
somewhat equivocal colour and consistenco, variegated with
small dark lumps of a substamce- that resembled nothing
bat itself, which Remarkable termed her ¢ sweet-meats.”
At the side of each plato, which was placed bottom upwards,
with its knife and fork most accurately crossed above it,
stood another, of smalloer sise, containing a motley-looking

ie, composed of triangular slices of apple, minee, pump-

in,"cranberry, and custard, so arranged as to form an en-
tire whole. Deecanters of brandy, rum, gin, and wine, with
sendry pitchers of cider, beer, and one hissing vessel of
““flip,” were put wherever an opening would admit of their
introduction. Notwithstanding the sise of the tables, there
was scarcely a spot where the rich damask could bo scen,
80 crowded were the dishes, and their associated bottles,
plates, and samcers. The object scemed to be profusion,
and it was obtained entirely at the expense of order and
elegance.

All the guests, as well as the Judge himself, seemed per-
fectly familiar with this desoription of fare, for each one
commenced eating, with an appetite that promised to do
great honour to Remarkable’s taste and skill. What ren-
dered this attention to the repast a little surprising, was
the fact that both the German and Richard had been sum-
moned from another table, to meet the Judge ; but Major
Hartmann both ate and drank without any rule, when on
his exoursions; and Mr. Jones invariably made it a point te
garticipate in the business in hand, let it be what it would.

he bost scemed to think some apology necessary for the
warmth he bad betrayed on the subjeet of the fire-waod,
and when the party were comfortably seated, and engaged
with their knives and forks, he observed—

“The wastefulness of the settlers with the noble trees of
this country is shoocking, Monsieur Le Quot, as doubtless
zou liave noticed. 1 have seen a man fell a pine, when he

as boen in want of fencing-stuff, and roll its first cuts into
the gap, whero hp left it to rot, though its top would-have
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riade rails enough to answer his purpose, and its batt
would have sold in the Philadelphia market for twenty
dollars.”

- “ And how ‘the devil—I beg your pardon, Mr. Grant,”
interrapted Richard ; * but how is the poor devil to get his
ogs to the Pbhiladelphia market, pray? put them in his
pocket, ha! as youwould a handful of chestnuts, or a bunch
of chicker-berries? 1 should like to see you walking up
High-street, with a pine log in each pocket!—Poh! pohl
cousin ’duke, there are trees enough for us all, and some
to spare. Why, I can hardly tell which way the sind blows,
when 1’m out in the clesrnzs they aie 86 thick, and so
toil -1 esuldnt atali, if it wasn’t for the clouds, and I
happen to know all the points of the compass, as it were by
heart.”

¢« Ay! ay! Squire,” cried Benjamin, who had now entered,
and taken his place behind the Judge’s chair, a little aside
withal, in order to be ready for any observation like the
present; “look aloft, sir, leok aloft. The old seamen SRy,
* that the devil wouldn’t make a sailor, unless he look'd
aloft.” As for the compass, why, there is no such thing as
steering without -one. I'm sure I never lose sight of the
main-top, as I call the Squire’s look-out, but I set my com-

ass, d'ye see, and take the bearings and distance of things,
in order to work out my course, if so be that it should cloud
up, or the tops of the trees should shut out the light of hea-
ven. The steeple of St. Paul’s, now that we have 